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4.10 E 
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The order or pattern in 
which events take 
place 

The witness told the 
police officer the 
sequence of events 
that led up to the 
accident. 

4.15 E 
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A story about the 
writer’s experiences  

Josh wrote a personal 
narrative  about the 
surprise on his family’s 
camping trip. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

� �� ��� � �� ��� � 	� �



 

Updated June 2008 2 

� �
 ������		
��
���
� �	��������� �������	���

4.12 H 
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A quality or 
characteristic of a 
person or an animal 

The students studied 
the character traits  of 
Goldilocks at the 
beginning and end of 
the story. 

4.6 B & 4.9 D 
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A syllable or group of 
syllables added to the 
beginning of a word; a 
prefix can change the 
meaning of the word or 
form a new word 

During the spelling 
test, Jordan forgot to 
add the prefix  when 
he wrote the word 
misspell. 

4.6 B & 4.9 D 
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A syllable or group of 
syllables added to the 
end of a word; a suffix 
can change the 
meaning of the word or 
form a new word 

Jamal added a suffix  
to the root word fear 
to describe the 
superhero in his story.  
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4.10 E 
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An event or 
circumstance that 
makes something else 
occur  

The cause  of the 
damage to the barn 
was the strong, 
whirling winds inside 
the tornado. 

4.10 E 
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An event or 
circumstance that 
occurs as a result of 
another event or 
circumstance 

Dad’s broken leg was 
an effect  from the car 
accident. 

4.16 C 
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Punctuation marks 
used to show the 
beginning and the end 
of a direct statement 
by a speaker 

During the writing 
lesson, my teacher 
showed us how to 
place quotation 
marks  around the 
exact words spoken 
by a character.  

4.19 B & 4.19 D 
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A writer’s use of words, 
phrases, and 
sentences that help a 
reader understand how 
ideas are linked  

Emily improved her 
story by adding 
transitions  to help 
the reader move from 
one idea to the next. 
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4.9 B 
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A figure of speech; 
words and phrases 
that express an idea 
that is not its literal 
meaning  

Jarred used figurative  
language  to make his 
writing colorful and 
interesting for his 
audience. 

4.9 B 
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A figure of speech that 
uses the words like or 
as to compare things 
that are different in 
quality or kind 

Tara created a simile 
when she compared 
the owl’s eyes to bright 
headlights. 

4.18 B 
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A writing quality 
characterized by a 
smooth flow of 
sentences that have 
varied beginnings, 
lengths, and structures 

The author’s sentence 
fluency  strengthened 
the ideas in the paper. 
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4.15 D & 4.19 B 
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A piece of writing for a 
school assignment 

Nina shared the 
composition  about 
her best friend with the 
class. 

4.15 F 
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A phrase, sentence, or 
description that 
provides the purpose 
and/or audience for a 
writing task  

Manuel read the 
writing prompt  to 
himself. 

4.18 G 
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a noun or pronoun that 
shows ownership 

Mia remembered that 
she needed to add an 
apostrophe “s” to 
make the possessive  
form of dog.  
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4.15 E 
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The original, authentic 
style or tone of a 
written composition 
that expresses an 
author’s personality or 
unique perspective 

Chase’s humorous 
voice  was shown 
throughout his story 
about the trick he 
played on his sister.  

4.11 D 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��	�	�

The main idea or 
message the author is 
trying to convey  

One important theme  
in Charlotte’s Web is 
that friends help one 
another. 
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4.11 A & 4.12 A 
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To analyze or ask for  
information about 
something 

Kayla questioned  the 
author’s purpose for 
writing the text. 

4.13 A & 4.21 A 
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A careful study and 
investigation for the 
purpose of discovering 
and explaining new 
knowledge 

The librarian helped 
the students as they 
worked through the 
research process . 
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4.15 E & 4.19 E  
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The repetition of a 
sound at the beginning 
of two or more 
neighboring words 

Sarah used 
alliteration  in her 
story to catch the 
reader’s attention.  
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