The official newsletter of CFISD Fall 2008

Volunteers in Public Schools

Message From Our Superintendent

Inside this issue: Dear CFISD Volunteers:

2 This year has begun as one that we will al ways
in the accountability system for the first time since TAKS were implemented. As the

third -largest district in the state, this is a significant accomplishment because we serve a

VIPS Voice 3 large and diverse student population. The state assessments are challenging tests to stu-

dents and the criteria for campus and district ratings are phenomenal.

Important Dates

Chairman Reports 5 . .
In early September, our student enroliment surpassed the 100,000 mark. During my first
year as superintendent of schools in 2004, student enroliment was 79,171. The district
Asset of the Month 8 has increased by approximately 26 percent since that time.

This fall will be remembered as one when our community survived a Category 2 hurri-

cane. Hurricane Ike left the Cy -Fair area with damage and without power. Initially, all of
Elementary 10 our 78 schools and 18 district facilities sustained damage and lost power. However, by

17 September 23, students had been reunited with their teachers and the 2008  -2009 school
year was continuing.

Campus Kudos
Secondary

Bus Buddies 20 What a way to hallmark the beginning of a school year! As | reflect on the last three

months, | am grateful for the support that our volunteers provide our students. We could

21 not have made the academic gains and been 0rec
members who are dedicated to volunteering in our schools. This community attracts those

Dropouts who value strong schools as evidenced by our growing student population. Finally, and

very importantly, a community does not survive a major disaster like a hurricane without

the ovolunteer spirit, 6 which you exhibit ever

Reach Out to

Background Review 22
Requirement . . ~
g You are appreciated becauskarwapou volunteer. It o
District Award 23 Sincerely,
Winners

David Anthony, Ed. D.

Superintendent of Schools

Welcome to our newest schools!

Joining the Cy -Fair ISD family of schools this year are:

Hemmenway Elementary ~ Robinson Elementary

Cypress Lakes High School ~ Cypress Ranch High School
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VIPS Executive Board
2008 i1 2009

Chairman Irma Vela 0000000000000 00COCCOOCOEOOIOIEOTS

Vice-Chairman Sherrie Webb Important Dates
Appreciation Yvonne Bukowski

Gina Kovar
November 5 VIPS TAG Team Meeting

9:30 - 11:30 Berry Center
November 11  VIPS Galveston Bay Training
9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center

November 12  Intermediate Reading &

Communications Jimette Mclnnerney
Global Kim Nash

Health Dana Koehn
Language Arts Robin McGee

Math Cheryl Hultquist
Writing Tutor Training

9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center
November 20  VIPS General Meeting
9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center

Newsletter Sarah Silverman
Publicity Celeste Heath
Science Craig Sharp
Secretary Lisa Ancell

Social Studies Mindi Meyer
December 2 Multicultural Meeting

9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center

Technology Karen Hazlett

Welcoming Tracie Barton

January 7 PIE Mentor Training
9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center
January 13 Sooper Puppy Training
9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center
January 15 VIPS General Meeting
9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center

Applecore Articles Due

January 21 PIE Mentor Training
Dondt forget to reselrve yowr seat °2807800pm BeryCenter
materials for all VIPS training sessions January 27 Jr. Achievement Training

by e-mailing
VIPSrsvp@cfisd.net

Please make sure you reference the
name and date of the training as well as
your full name, phone number, and
name of your school.

9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center

April 17 VIPS Spring Workshops
Berry Center Times TBA

May 21 VIPS Appreciation Luncheon

Adults only please 11:00 - 1:00 Berry Center
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: Pam Scott, Partners in Education Director 2 N
Smiling comes easy when working with volunteers so | always ’ [D

have plenty to smile about! Not only that, but the attitude of vol- | \

unteers in Cy -Fair is that if something needs to be done and it h

will make us a better community, then that is reason enough to @ @
call in the troops and get the job done! And when it comes to the I

needs of our children, volunteers always meet that need with the
best of attitudes.

We began our school year asking our volunteers to meet the needs of our elementary students while rid-
ing the bus home from school the first three days of school. Bus Buddies was a great success again this
year because volunteers saw the need to help our very youngest kids ride the bus safely home.

At the secondary |l evel, we OReached Outdé to ardlSDnt eer s
joined several other area districts on September6 i n t his citywide volunteer eff
Dropoutso6. After volunteers manned phone banks, hundre
parents, and other volunteers formed teams and walked the neighborhoods surrounding our 9 participat-

ing high schools. These teams visited homes of students who did not return to class once school resumed

on August 25 th,

Thanks to so many CFISD employees and our community volunteers, we were able to re  -enroll many
students back in school and support their efforts until they graduate. Even though we can all be proud
that the dropout rate in our district is one of the lowest in the state, we all agree that one student who

has dropped out of school is one too many and it was obvious our community felt the same by the looks of
the number of volunteers who participated in the phone banks and the walk to student homes.

The students of Cy -Fair ISD have always been well supported by this community. Whether you are the
volunteer who rode the buses with students, walked the neighborhoods reaching out to students, provide
your services in our classrooms, workrooms, or storerooms, you are making a difference in our district
and in our community.

The can-d o attitude of our volunteers and doing whatds right
trict and a great community.

Thank you for volunteering and for taking education personally!

! : !
j0oCourage is not the absence of (fear, I
isomet hing else is more importanit than

- Ambrose Redmoon
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Science Resource Center
VIPS Demonstration
Training Calendar

November

6 7th Grade Biomes Training
9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

12 2nd Grade Reptiles Training
9:30 AM 6 12:30 PM

18 Kindergarten Guinea Pigs Training
9:300 11:30 AM

December
3 SRC VIPS Holiday Party
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
January
13 Kindergarten Hedgehogs Training
9:30 - 11:30 AM
16 2nd Grade Insects Training
9:30 AM 0 12:30 PM
22 4th Grade Aquatic Bird Studies Training

9:30 AM 04 12:00 PM
28 3rd Grade Amphibian Training
9:30 AM 04 12:30 PM

February
11 Kindergarten Guinea Pigs Training
9:300 11:30 AM

Please RSVP to reserve a seat and materials
and to request maps.
Call 281 -897-4004
or e -mail alice.flood@cfisd.net
All demo training is at the
Science Resource Center / 11206 Telge Rd.

The CFISD VIPS program has
been publicized in numerous
neighborhood newsletters, the
Cy-Fair Neighborhood News
section of the Houston Chroni-
cle and Cy-Fair magazine.

Our goal is to promote all the
positives happening in CFISD
that pertain to the volunteer program. Keep your eyes
open & you never know where you might see an article
about our districtds awesomg

UV )

Fesar-ssasr -sess-

Is your neighborhood newsletter missing
out on district VIPS news?

Please send me the name of your
neighborhood publication along with the
contact information and | be sure to in-
clude them on all press releases | send
out.

Thanks!

-Celeste Heath, VIPS Executive Board
Publicity Chair

casheath@comcast.net

Need Help?
Need Information?

Cy-Fair ISD Partners In Education

8877 Barker Cypress, Suite 1118
Cypress, Texas 77433
281-894-3950

Pam Scott, Director

Jan Sorce, Secretary

Karen Mann, Secretary

vol uni
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VIPS Executive Board Reports

Irma Vela

VIPS Executive Board Chairman

This is a year of many firsts for me, as | am sure it is for many of you. After some encouragement from
my peers on the Executive Board, | decided to step out of my comfort zone and accept the position of
Chairman for this school year. | was terrified of even the thought of standing before this incredible
group of people that make up the VIPS General Board and attempting to provide them the information
they can use to help with their volunteer programs at each school. | just kept thinking that there were
so many others who could do a much better job than | could.

| believe that the main reason | agreed to take on the position was that | was reminded that | was not in

it alone. | was going to have a group of amazing people to work with to accomplish our goals for the year.
I am reminded of this everyday. If there is something that needs to be done, they are always right

there ready to spring into action. No matter how big or small the job is we all work together to get it

done.

| tell you this story because | know that many of you have gone through or are now going through the
same thing that | did. As volunteers, we must realize that we are not in this alone, even though some-
times we might feel that way. Reach out to those who might need a little prodding to step forward and
take on a chair position, coordinator position or even to volunteer for the first time. Make sure that they
know that they are not alone and will have people behind them to help them make their way through the
year. A few words of encouragement can go a long way.

Just imagine what we could accomplish if we each reached out to someone

and encouraged them to become part of the wonderful volunteer programs

that we have in this district. Letds get y
others that they may sign up to have their own year of firsts.

"The greatest good you can do for another is not just

share your riches, but reveal them to their own."
--Benjamin Disraeli fl

W\

W

spr

e adi

Be an Applecore contributor by sending in an article no later than Jan. 15,
2009 for inclusion in the winter edition. Articles may be submitted to
Sarah.Silverman@yahoo.com or the PIE office Janet.Sorce@cfisd.net.
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Sherrie Webb

those attending. Our guest speaker
was Chris Williams, a motivational
speaker and owner of
CLW Enterprises.
Many of the present-
ers were from outside
the district represent-
ing companies
throughout Houston
including, San Jacinto
Girl Scouts, Lonestar
College and Humble
w ISD. Ideas were shared at the Best

Vice- Chairman -

A great time was had by all at the
VIPS Fall Conference on Thursday,
Oct. 30. Fifteen out-
standing workshops and
one stellar keynote

speaker were scheduled
specifically with you in

mind - our professional
volunteers! A variety of
sessions ranging from
0Getting Dads
Door to Volunteero
ol nternet Safetybo

The Applecore

Practices session so others could take
new ideas back to their home cam-
puses. Everyone is looking forward to
sharing everything they learned with
their friends and fellow volunteers.

We enjoyed another successful
volunteer professional development
day!

Global Volunteering - Kim Nash

Some of our
r i c-théy have an abundance of
volunteers. Some of our schools strug-
gle, having too few volunteers to go
around. We would like to encourage
any community member who feels

that they have a little extra time in

their busy schedule and the desire to
make a real change in a
consider becoming a Global Volunteer.

Any volunteer who does not have a

child attending the particular school

s ¢c hool s atavhieh théywork is considezed to be
a Global Volunteer. If you would like
more information about becoming a
global volunteer in the Cy -Fair Dis-
trict, please contact Kim Nash, 281 -
550-2685 or krnashl@sbcglobal.net.

Targeting Achievement Globally - Kim Nash

We need your help!

The VIPS TAG Team is a group of
elite, dedicated volunteers who are
committed to working directly with
students to help them reach their full
academic potential. This team is im-
plementing a revolution-
ary approach by working
in conjunction with school
district personnel in spe-
cifically targeted elemen-
tary schools in the dis-

trict. We are currently working in the
math and science curriculum areas,
but no specialized knowledge of these
subjects by volunteers is necessary.
Volunteer training is provided on site
before each tutoring session. If you

would like more information about
this program, or if you are interested
in joining the TAG Team, please con-
tact Kim Nash at 281 -550-2685
or krnashl@sbcglobal.net

Please join us for a TAG
Team meeting Wednesday,
November 5, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
at the Berry Center.
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Language Arts -

On September 9, 2008 we

trained eighteen volunteers to better
help our Pre -K through First grade
students with their reading and writ-

ing skills. Thank you to all who at-

Robin McGee

tended. It was an awesome training.

On November 12, 2008 we will have
our Second through Fifth grade Inter-
mediate Reading and Writing Train-
ing. There is valuable information at
these trainings to help our students
with their reading and writing

skills. If you haven't signed up yet
and are interested in attending this
training please come | would love to
meet youl!
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To reserve your seat and materials for
the 2nd - 5th grade intermediate
reading and writing training please
e-mail your name, school, and the title
of the training to  VIPSrsvp@cfisd.net

Social Studies

Howdy from Soci al
Mindi Meyer, and | am the Social
Studies Chairman this year. We have
two awesome social studies programs
that benefit our wonderful Cy -Fair
children.

The first program is Sooper
Puppy. Sooper
son plan utilizes a sweet

pup named Baxter. Baxter
has many neighborhood adventures
and learns valuable life lessons along
the way. Baxter and his friends face
dilemmas and arrive at solutions,

which reflect sensitivity to develop-
mental issues such as feelings,

friends, trouble, self -esteem, thinking
ahead, anger, decision -making, and
telling the truth. With Grandpaw
nudging him in the right direction,
Baxter is able to find thoughtful, non -
violent solutions that have a positive
effect on his neighborhood. With hu-
mor, fun and songs each story teaches
a moral lesson. This five -part series is
designed for presentation by CFISD

Puppyos

- Mindi Meyer

S ttraingdd velenteers td fisshgrade

classes whose teacher has requested
the program. Each part of the pro-
gram includes instructions, a video, a
oquestions sheet 6,
activity page ready for duplication.
Dondt miss out
this wonderful program into
your school. The next
| So6per Puppy training is on
January 13, from 9:30 am &
12:00 pm, at the Berry Cen-
ter. Please watch for flyers around
mid -December.

priate for each grade level, K -12. All
materials are provided including a
script for each lesson. A commitment
of approximately 30 minutes a week
for five weeks is needed to present a
JA program to one class. The next
Junior Achievement volunteer train-
ing is February 5, 2008, from 9:30 am
0 12:00 pm, at the Berry Center.
Please watch for your JA flyer around
mid -December.

The second social
studies program is
Junior Achievement.
Junior Achievement

Hope to see
you at one of
these fun and
informative
social studies
trainings!

of Southeast Texas
pairs its economic program with the
Social Studies curriculum providing
students with examples of jobs and

life skills needed to be successful. Vol-
unteers from all career fields (as well

as stay-at-home parents) go into the
classroom to teach mini -lessons appro-




