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òAbility is what you are capable of doing.  Motivation deter-
mines what you do.  Attitude determines how well you do it.ó 

     - Lou Holtz 

 

May, 2009  

 

Dear CFISD Volunteers:  

 

This school year could be remembered as one when we weathered two significant storms. 

One called target revenue, which is the result of an inequitably funded state system; the 

other named Ike, a Category 2 hurricane. Or 2008 -2009 may be remembered as one when 

our student enrollment broke the 100,000 mark or the year we reclaimed our status as 

the largest recognized district in Texas.  No matter what your recollection, we all will 

come to the same conclusion and celebrate the end to another successful school year.  

 

How do we continue to make positive gains despite difficult challenges each year? The 

answer to that, in large part, is you. Volunteers provide the backbone of service to our 

schools. You give of your time and talents of which our students and teachers receive an 

immediate benefit. What you may not realize is the influence that you are having on the 

future. In ways that cannot be measured, you are communicating to our students that 

you value them. You are also setting the bar of expectation that they, too, give back as a 

volunteer when they become adults.  

 

Thank you for your time, talent, and influence. When you look back on 2008 -2009, re-

member you made a difference ña big difference.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

David Anthony, Ed. D.  

Superintendent of Schools  
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Virtual Volunteer Trainings - ISC West  

SpringñFall 2009  

Date  Day  Time  Location  

April 29  Wednesday 9:00 - 10:30 Lab 3  

May 12  Tuesday 1:00 - 2:30 Lab 1  

June 18 Thursday  9:00 - 10:30 Conference Room 

July 15  Wednesday 1:00 - 2:30 Conference Room 

July 23  Thursday  6:30 - 8:00 Lab 3  

August 11  Tuesday 9:00 - 10:30 Conference Room 

September 16 Wednesday 1:00 - 2:30 Lab 1  

October 6 Tuesday 9:00 - 10:30 Lab 3  

Learn more about how to effectively use the Virtual Volunteer system which is used to log volunteer hours for the district 

as well as to communicate with and recruit volunteers.  This training is required for all VIPS Liaisons and Coordinators 

and is open to any committee chair who wishes to use Virtual Volunteer to better manage their volunteer program.  

 

Please RSVP by e-mail to vipsrsvp@cfisd.net to reserve your seat and materials.  

Be sure to include your name and school as well as the name and date of the training you wish to attend.  

2009 VIPS Craft Day  

 

Back by popular demand, the VIPS 

Craft Day, held Feb. 27 at the Berry 

Center, proved to be a great success 

with everyone in attendance learning 

and sharing ideas for inexpensive and 

easy to make appreciation gifts.    

A wide variety of crafts and ideas were 

presented, including simple candy say-

ings, paper flowers, painted flower 

pots, note pads, memo cubes & pens, 

origami boxes & envelopes, and more.    

The creative juices were really flowing 

as the volunteers shared ideas of how 

to further customize the prototypes on 

display.  
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VIPS Voice  

Pam Scott, Partners in Education Director  

As we all prepare for the close of this school year, I cannot help but reflect 

on the many ways our volunteers have supported the students and staff in 

every school this year. True, some schools have more volunteers than oth-

ers but all of our schools do have volunteers involved in some way, at some 

time.  That involvement reminds us all that our parents and the commu-

nity want the best for all of our kids.  To all of you who have volunteered in 

any capacity and for any amount of time this year, I applaud you!  

 

Thinking back over the months, I am amazed with the number of volunteers who have been trained so 

they were well prepared to go into our classrooms and enhance instruction. Whew - our trained volun-

teers have certainly been busy this year!   To all of you who have given your time to enrich instruction or 

work directly with students, I thank you!  

 

I am also in awe of the hundreds of new Global Volunteers we have registered this school year. Knowing 

that Global Volunteers do not have a student enrolled in the school where they give their time is inspir-

ing. These VIPS could spend their time other places doing other things but they choose our kids and our 

schools.  To all Global Volunteers, we know you are in our schools and we cheer for you!  

 

And, there is no way I can celebrate the success of this volunteer year without giving credit to the leader-

ship and surpurb teamwork that exists on the VIPS Executive Board. What a pleasure it has been for me 

to work with such a dedicated group of individuals. Throughout the long hours of planning, this extraor-

dinary team always finds time to reach out to others to lend a helping hand. The manner in which this 

group works together is an inspiration to all in the power of teamwork. It is a privilege for me to work 

with this group where each member has such respect for each other, for their positions on the board, and 

respect for the business of the district and the community.  My thanks to each member of the executive 

board for always keeping the focus of board business on doing the right thing for all kids.  I celebrate the 

VIPS Executive Board and all volunteer officers and chairmen taking responsibility for making òitó hap-

pen this year!  

 

Yes, thinking back on this year - the true spirit of volunteerism is very alive and well in CFISD.  Itõs easy 

to smile when I think of YOU!  

òTo love what you do and feel that it mattersé 

How could anything be more fun? 

    - Katherine Graham 
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Need Help? 

Need Information?  

Cy-Fair ISD Partners In Education  

8877 Barker Cypress, Suite 1118  

Cypress, Texas 77433 

281-894-3950 

Pam Scott, Director  

VIPS Secretary, Jan Sorce  

PIE Secretary, Karen Mann  

The CFISD VIPS program has 

been publicized in numerous 

neighborhood newsletters, the 

Cy-Fair Neighborhood News 

section of the Houston Chroni-

cle and Cy-Fair magazine.   

Our goal is to promote all the 

positives happening in CFISD 

that pertain to the volunteer program.  Keep your eyes 

open ð you never know where you might see an article 

about our districtõs awesome volunteers ! 

Is your neighborhood newsletter missing 

out on district VIPS news?   

Please send me the name of your 

neighborhood publication along with the 

contact information and I will be sure to 

include them on all press releases I send 

out. 

Thanks!  

-Celeste Heath, Publicity Chair  

casheath@comcast.net 

  

VIPS Executive Board  

 2008ñ2009  

 

Chairman   Irma Vela  

Vice Chairman   Sherrie Webb  

Appreciation   Yvonne Bukowski  

   Gina Kovar  

Communications  Jimette McInnerney  

Global Volunteering  Kim Nash  

Health    Dana Koehn  

Math    Cheryl Hultquist  

Newsletter   Sarah Silverman  

Publicity   Celeste Heath  

Science   Craig Sharp  

Secretary   Lisa Ancell  

Social Studies   Mindi Meyer  

Technology  Karen Hazlett  

Welcoming   Tracie Barton  

 



VIPS Executive Board Reports  
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Irma Vela  

VIPS Executive Board Chairman  

 

òI canõt believe this school year is almost over.  It has gone by so fast!ó  I have heard this statement over 

and over the last couple of weeks and have found myself thinking the same thing.  When I look back I 

realize it will be a year that we wonõt soon forget.  

Only a couple of weeks into the school year, Hurricane Ike came barreling into the area.  Fortunately 

most of the our district came through with minimal damage compared to others.  However, Ike did 

wreak havoc on the school calendar.  Not only did we have to continue on with the usual hectic beginning 

of the school year schedule but we also had to try and reschedule all of the activities that were missed 

due to the seven days the students were out of school.  

Our theme for this year is òCFISD and VIPS - A Winning Combination.ó   I believe that this theme genu-

inely reflected the sense of community that showed through after Ike blew past the district. Administra-

tors, staff members, community members and volunteers working together to get our district and com-

munity back on track.  It is hard to believe that it was almost eight months ago.  Since then, thousands 

of volunteer hours have continued to be logged in for all of the numerous activities that our students 

benefit from on each campus.  

As this school year comes to an end, I would like to applaud all of the hard work and dedication that 

each of you have given for the students of Cy -Fair ISD.  It has been an incredible year and I look forward 

to the next.  

 

A special òThanksó goes out to all of the volunteer mentors 
in Cy -Fair ISD. These individuals encourage, befriend and 
guide our students who need a role -model to look up to. 
Mentors make a commitment to the students, parents and 
staff to devote 30 minutes to 1 hour each week to a student 
for the entire school year. Some of these mentors will follow 
their students throughout their school experience and be-
yond. Mentors are very special, dedicated individuals and we 
really do appreciate all that they do.  



Spring Workshop 2009  

 

The CFISD volunteers took back to 

their home schools a wealth of knowl-

edge to get their 2009 -2010 VIPS pro-

grams off and running.  Presenters 

consisted of experienced CFISD volun-

teers and staff.  All provided informa-

tive workshops ranging from How To 

Get Your VIPS Program Up and Run-

ning  to The Tax Side of Fundraising 

to the newest topic of interest What 

Does FERPA Mean To My School? 

Our closing was Teamwork  inspired 

by the Blue Angels.  This gave a true 

meaning to what the VIPS program is 

all about in CyFair ISD ð teamwork 

leads to success. 

Vice Chairman -  Sherrie Webb  

òCFISD and VIPS  

 A Winning Combinationó 

 

Each year, the District looks forward to hosting an Invitation Only appreciation event as a way to recognize all volun-

teers and business partners who have taken time out of their schedules to help a child, a school, or a program this past 

year. We are grateful to community businesses that graciously sponsor this event as their way of showing their apprecia-

tion to all volunteers and business partners   

Appreciation -  Yvonne Bukowski & Gina Kovar  
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New VIPS Coordinators learn how to get a VIPS 

program up and running.  

Global Volunteering -  Kim Nash  

Thanks to our VIPS TAG  Team 

Members!   

 

This year there has been a group of 

generous global volunteers hard at 

work tutoring students in math and 

science on selected campuses in the 

district.  These wonderful individuals 

have made profound differences in the 

lives of the children they have worked 

with, helping them to become more 

academically successful, while rais-

ing their self -esteem and confi-

dence.   

We would like to offer a special salute 

to these TAG  Team members:  Maria 

Baptista, Helen Brewer, Dahlia Dell, 

Chris Duncan, Loesther Foley, David 

Franklin, Celeste Heath, Christine 

Jackson, Indira Krishnan, Sara Ma-

son, Mary O'Donnell, Richard Oxenre-

iter, Lois Robinson, Valerie Starrett, 

Mary Turner, and Margaret Turren-

tine.   

Our TAG Team will be back in the 

classroom working with students in 

the fall.  If you would like to join this 

talented team, please contact Kim 

Nash at 281 -550-2685 or 

krnash1@sbcglobal.net , or Pam Scott, 

Director of Partners in Education at 

281-894-3950 or  

Pamela.Scott@cfisd.net.   

  


