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The official newsletter of CFISD Winter 2009
Volunteers in Public Schools

Message From Our Superintendent

Dear CFISD ISD Volunteers:

As we begin a new year, | am reflective of everything that makes this district strong o our
volunteers are at the top of the list. CFISD simply would not be who we are without you.

Not only do you give your time and energy to our students, you care about CFISD and our
reputation. You have expectations to maintain the high quality of education that has

been a tradition in Cy -Fair since the birth of the district decades ago.

No doubt, our district, state and nation are facing one of the most challenging economic
times in our history. Those outside of our community may react passively and wait for
others to come up with solutions. However, this is not characteristic of parents and resi-
dents in our district. CFI SD just didnodt
stitutions in the country; our districtistop ~ -notch because of a lot of hard work on the
part of parents, community members, teachers and staff members over the years. The
investment of time and effort in establishing and maintaining high standards is evident

in all areas of our district.

happe

This generation of CFISD volunteers has a heritage of participating in local and state
government to better our schools and, in some cases, defend them against decisions that
may deteriorate the quality of life that has been created in this community. With this

said, the 81 st Session of the Texas Legislature begins this month. We would not be Cy -
Fair if we watched idly from the sidelines. My hope and expectation is that, like all the
volunteers before you, you will join me and my staff in participating in the legislative
process to ensure that our voice is heard in Austin. Join me in speaking up for the chil-
dren of this community.

Thank your for being a CFISD volunteer. You are the difference.

Sincerely,

David Anthony, Ed.D.

Superintendent of Schools

t he
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oOoTeamwor k
to direct individual accomplishments toward organizational objectives. Itis
that all

i's the ability to work t

ows common peopl e

-Andrew Carnegie
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Important Dates: Volunteer Opportunities / Training and Events

Volunteer Trainings/Events

At the Berry Center

February 10 VIPS Galveston Bay Training
9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center
Mentor Training
9:30A 12:00 Berry Center
VIPS General Meeting
9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center
VIPS Craft Day

9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center

February 13

February 19

February 27

March 10 Jr. Achievement Training
9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center
VIPS Multicultural Meeting
9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center
VIPS General Meeting

9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center

March 24

March 26

April 17 VIPS Spring Workshops
Berry Center Times TBA
VIPS General Meeting

9:30 - 12:00 Berry Center

April 30

May 21 VIPS Appreciation Luncheon
11:00 - 1:00 Berry Center

Admit Ticket Required

e Reserve your seat and materials for all

:VIPS training sessions by e  -mailing:
. vipsrsvp@cfisd.net

[ ]

e Include the name and date of the train-
:ing, your full name, phone number, and
o Name of your school.

o Adults Only Please

VIPS Make and Take Craft Class
At the Berry Center

Are you craft challenged?

Do you need some frugal gift ideas for
volunteers, staff, and students?

VIPS Craft Class Are you wondering
o %
Fri. February 27, 2009 You?o
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. .
P Don't miss our VIPS Craft Class to be
The Berry Center held on Friday, February 27th.  Come

join our VIPS Craft Team and learn
some crafty ways to say "thanks" to your volunteers, staff, or
students. Take home what you make!

Send your name, school, e -mail address, and phone
number to the PIE office with your $5.00 reservation fee
before Friday, February 20th.

Reservations received after Friday, February 20th will
be $10.00.

h g

Science Resource Center (SRC)
VIPS Demonstration
Training Calendar

February
11 Kindergarten Guinea Pigs Training
9:30 6 11:30 AM SRC

March

10 5th Grade Bird Study Skins Training
9:30 AM 0 12:00 PM SRC

10 5th Grade Mammal Skulls Training
12:00 6 1:00 PM SRC

May
6 SRC VIPS Appreciation
11:00 AM & 2:00 PM SRC

Please RSVP to reserve a seat and materials
and to request maps.
Call 281 -897-4004
or e -mail alice.flood@cfisd.net

All demo training is at the
Science Resource Center
11206 Telge Rd.
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VIPS Voice
()
Pam Scott, Partners in Education Director ©
: o
CAN YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIFE OF OUR YOUTH?

o) (o)
Many times we ask ourselves, oO0OWhat oes it
volunteer?d6 Someti mes we may doubt our abi

Maybe we arendt the most computer | aybe it he
few years since we were in school or didnot get the ed:u
gree we wanted. Maybe because there is a language or cultural difference, we feel inadequate or

uncomfortable coming into the school and meeting other parents, volunteers, the teachers or stu-

dents.

| want you to know that you can make a difference and | am going to tell you how. You can make a
difference by simply showing that you care. You can make a difference just letting our kids see

you volunteer in their school or in support of their school. The message they get when they see

you involved is that you do care about them, you believe in them and want to help them succeed. Do
you believe this message will make a difference to kids? You bet it will!

Every school has a VIPS Liaison, a staff member who is anxious to learn how you might be inter-
ested in volunteering for their school. When you become a mentor, tutor or classroom presenter,
when students see you volunteer in the office, workroom, classroom or off campus, your volunteer
service always makes a difference to them. Sometimes it may be your smile that will help make
that light bulb go on for a struggling student. You can make a difference just by serving as a posi-
tive role model.

For those of you who are making a difference mentoring a student, we are glad to have celebrated

your particular service during National Mentoring Month in January. Mentoring is just one of the

important ways you can make that difference as a volunteer in CFISD. Showing that you value a

child can make all the difference in the world. When vy
other school in our district, whether you volunteer directly with kids or behind the scenes, you are

all mentoring kids in one way or another. Our kids are watching for your smiles, are listening for

your greeting, and observing you as a role model. As a volunteer, you are making differences to last

a lifetime!

| 6Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a lis-
i tening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which :
jhave the potential to turn a |ife around. ¢

| -Leo Buscaglia
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VIPS Executive Board
2008 i1 2009

Chairman
Vice Chairman

Appreciation

Communications
Global Volunteering
Health

Language Arts
Math

Newsletter

Publicity

Science

Secretary

Social Studies

Technology

Welcoming

Irma Vela

Sherrie Webb
Yvonne Bukowski
Gina Kovar
Jimette Mclnnerney
Kim Nash

Dana Koehn
Robin McGee
Cheryl Hultquist
Sarah Silverman
Celeste Heath
Craig Sharp

Lisa Ancell

Mindi Meyer
Karen Hazlett

Tracie Barton

The Applecore

The CFISD VIPS program has
been publicized in numerous
neighborhood newsletters, the
Cy-Fair Neighborhood News
section of the Houston Chroni-
cle and Cy-Fair magazine.

Our goal is to promote all the
positives happening in CFISD
that pertain to the volunteer program. Keep your eyes

open & you never know where you might see an article
about our districtds awesomg

Is your neighborhood newsletter missing
out on district VIPS news?

Please send me the name of your
neighborhood publication along with the
contact information and | will be sure to
include them on all press releases | send
out.

Thanks!
-Celeste Heath, Publicity Chair

casheath@comcast.net

Need Help?
Need Information?

Cy-Fair ISD Partners In Education

8877 Barker Cypress, Suite 1118
Cypress, Texas 77433
281-894-3950

Pam Scott, Director

VIPS Secretary, Jan Sorce

PIE Secretary, Karen Mann

v ol

uni
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VIPS Executive Board Reports

Irma Vela

VIPS Executive Board Chairman

It is hard to believe that this school year is more than halfway over. And
what a year it has been for us all. We made it through a massive hurricane
and the chaotic aftermath of not only maintaining the current schedule of
activities but trying to reschedule those that had to be postponed during
the time off. As always, volunteers and staff were ready and willing to step

up and do what was needed to get the students of our district back on
track.

Il think that we definitely Ilived up
-a winning combination. 6 Many thanks
helping to make our schools the best that they can be for our students and
teachers. | look forward to working with all of you again next year!

The VIPS GeneralMeeting -i t 6s t he pl aceffto be!

X Did you know that on the 3rd Thursday of most months the CFISD
VIPS Executive Board hosts a VIPS General Meeting that is open to

——
{
-A 0'1 all volunteers in the district?

ET I In November, Derek Thompson, CFISD Print Center manager,
0 L spoke about the capabilities of the Print Center, focusing on items
they can produce that can benefit our volunteer program and

schools.

At the January meeting, special guest Mike Hall from Strong Fa-
thers Strong Families presented 0Getting Dads Tlhrough t

As well as hearing from special guest speakers, the VIPS General Meetings are a great place to net-
work with other district volunteers and learn all the latest VIPS information from across the district.

Mark Feb. 19, March 26, and April 30 on your calendar and join us at the Berry Center from 9:30 -
12:00.

Adults only please!

Be an Applecore contributor by sending in an article no later than April 16, 2009
for inclusion in the spring edition. Articles may be submitted to
Sarah.Silverman@yahoo.com or the PIE office Janet.Sorce@cfisd.net.
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Vice Chairman - Sherrie Webb

Mark your calendars for April
17. The annual VIPS Spring
Workshops will be held at the
Berry Center for our volunteers
and staff. Many new, exciting
and informative workshops will
be presented to help you plan
and organize for the new school
year.

Dondét forget to record
hours in V -Volunteer!

Appreciation - Yvonne Bukowski & Gina Kovar
We are Looking for Talented Students and Staff Members!

VIPS Appreciation Event to be

: ) Do you know ofa  held on May 21. Submitted by, k .
talented individ- School, Phone #,
ual or group To be considered as a part of the Email Address,
(singers, actors, VIPS Appreciation Event, please Group or
dancers, or any other type of per- email the information listed be- Individual with Talent,
former) or a staff member with low to Yvonne Bukowski at Description of Talent

special talents on your campus? ybukowski@yahoo.com.

If so, we would like to hear about Please make sure to include

them! We are compiling a list of OAppreciation Eve
possible entertainers for the ment 6 in the subj

Appreciation - Yvonne Bukowski & Gina Kovar

Send your digital pictures to: Pam Scott, The Berry Center.
(@ Yvonne Bukowski at

vipspictures@yahoo.com. Pictures will be displayed during

Be sure to include your school the VIPS Appreciation Event on

name. | will reply that | re- May 21 and will not be returned.
Volunteers throughout the dis- ceived your email. Deadline for submitting pho-
trict have been busy this year! tos is Friday, April24  t
Show us what volunteers have Printed photographs can be sent

been doing on your campus! by Interoffice mail to PIE Office,


http://us.mc556.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=vipspictures@yahoo.com
http://us.mc556.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=ybukowski@yahoo.com
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Global Volunteering

The VIPS TAG Team is in need
of volunteers to help tutor stu-
dents in math and science in sev-
eral targeted elementary schools.
No specialized knowledge of the
subjects by volunteers is neces-
sary and training will be pro-
vided by district personnel before
each tutoring session. You need
not have students attending
these schools to participate in
this program. We have openings
in the following schools during
the following hours (and please
note that you can work as little

Kim Nash

Science:

Owens: Tuesday, Thursday or
Friday, from 9:00 to 1:40. 2-3
volunteers needed

Frazier : Monday and Thursday
from 8:30 to 2:00, with rotations
as follows: 8:45 - 5th grade; 9:35
- 3rd grade; 10:45 - 4th grade;
12:15 - 3rd grade; 12:45 - 4th
grade; 1:30 - 5th grade. 2 volun-
teers needed.
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Math:

Holbrook : Any day, any time. 2
volunteers needed.

Sheridan : Wednesday or Fri-
day. Times are flexible. 2 volun-
teers needed.

Tipps: Any day (Wednesday and
Friday preferred), 10:00 -2:00. 3
volunteers needed.

Frazier : Any day, 10:00-2:00
(Wednesday and Friday pre-

as one hour at a time at
any of these schools, al-
though a consistent
schedule is requested):

ferred). 3 volunteers
needed.

Duryea: Monday any
time. 3 volunteers
needed.

If any of these volunteer opportunities fit into your schedule, we would love to have you join our
team! Please contact Kim Nash at 281 -550-2685 or krnashl@sbcglobal.net for more information.

Science - Craig Sharp

| am having so much fun show-
ing the volunteers how to do the
Galveston Bay demo!

We had 25 volunteers train in

November and are set to train a
more on February 10.

Galveston Bay is so important to
us in CFISD. What we do here
affects the Galveston Bay. The
best part of this is that it is a
TEKS based lesson that the vol-
unteers teach the 4 t Grade
kids. The students | have
brought this demo to have
learned to take care of the
environment . [ c
all the volunteers in February
and show them how to teach this
demo.

a

Galveston Bay Demo Training
Tuesday, February 10, 2009
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
The Berry Center
RSVP to vipsrsvp@cfisd.net



mailto:krnash1@sbcglobal.net

Campus Kudos!
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Ault Elementary

Things are going great here at TEAM
Ault in 2008 -2009. Our All -Star Vol-
unteers just keep teaming up to join

in anywhere and everywhere we need
help.

In November the Hospitality TEAM
decorated our workroom for a great
Tailgating Luncheon for our Ault
Staff, this included hot dogs, chili and
all the fix0ns to
winning combination. Everyone
seemed to enjoy the atmosphere and
get into the TEAM spirit with many of
our staff members wearing jerseys
from their favorite NFL or College
Team.

Our friends at Texas RoadHouse were
at Ault for a Drive Thru Dinner with
our dads and our Student Council.
Everyone had a wonderful time and

all our Ault families enjoyed the ribs
that are always finger licking good.

Bang Elementary is
having a fantastic
year thanks to the
tremendous efforts
of our volunteers!

Our volunteers have been busy work-
ing on our parent -reader program.
They have logged many hours in our
Kindergarten and 1 st Grade class-
rooms and our students have bene-
fited greatly from their hard work.

We al so held our
Bang in November. All of our stu-
dents went through the process of reg-
istering to vote, learning about the
candidates and all Bang Bears were
able to cast their ballots for their
choice in the election.

Our big project is our fundraiser that
will kick off in a few weeks. Due to

The Ault All -Star Choir sang at the
North Cypress Medical Center in De-
cember and caroled around the halls
of Ault. The Choir was well received
at both venues with much apprecia-
tion from all who were lucky enough
to hear their beautiful voices. After
the caroling was done, our chil-
dren enjoyed the Winter Par-
ties with so many goodies. The
book exchange once again was
a big hit.

We are looking forward to all
the up coming activities, such
as Sooper Puppy, our Valentines Day
parties and visits by different authors
who read and sign their books. This
year our 5t graders are looking for-
ward to a Skating Night which will be
held in February at Bear Creek Skat-
ing Rink. This is sure to be a rolling
good time.

Bang Elementary

Hurricane Ike, we choose to postpone
this until February. We expect great
results which will allow our PTO to
continue to fund field trips, teacher
wish lists and other items for the
school. The PTO has also funded two
more author visits for our students.
Also, Toro, mascot to our own Houston
Texans visited our campus. It was a
very exciting day for our kids.

Bang volunteers did an amazing job

o M QLRI SEpoLvide plean,up day. Sev-

eral students and their families came
to our campus on a Saturday morning
and planted new flowers, layed new
mulch and cleaned up our flower beds
and playground. We are very proud of
our school!

Hard work is being done on our year-
book, Spirit Shop, box tops and other
secondary fundraising events such as

Once a month

lunch we hold our Spirit Cart so our

All -Stars have a chance to spend some

of the hard working allowance they

receive. This continues to be such an

exciting thing for our kids and the

parents who come join them for lunch.
Our chair mama does a
great job in getting new
things that the kids can

2 not live without such as
High School Musical
items, Ault animals,
trinkets, pins and pen-
cils.

Our volunteer base continues to be a
shining star at Ault and we are very
lucky to have them for our students
and staff.

Doubl e Daveds
Food Deliveries and Pump It Up
Nights. We had a very successful
class party in December and are look-
ing forward to and ice cream party in
February for Valentines Day.

These programs and initiatives would
not be possible without the support of
our community and hard working vol-
unteers. Bang Bears appreciates
them all!

during

Pizza
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