Message from the Superintendent

Cypress-Fairbanks Independent School District

June 24, 2005
Dear Key Communicator:

The regular session of the 79™ Legislature failed to resolve the school finance crisis. Lawmakers have
reconvened in a special session that began Tuesday, June 21. The goal of both the House and Senate
leadership is to have the floor debates on all bills on Tuesday, June 28. Overall, the legislation that was
considered during the regular session would not have provided adequate funding for the students in
Cypress-Fairbanks ISD. It appears that similar legislation may resurface.

It is imperative for all of us to stay informed and participate in the special session. The voice of the Cy-Fair
community is being heard in Austin; persistence encourages our lawmakers to listen to the message. Public
schools are the very foundation upon which Cy-Fair has transitioned from a rural community to a thriving
suburb of the fourth largest city in the nation. This community values families and children and is rooted in
the tradition of academic excellence. It is both reasonable and responsible to evaluate the impact of
legislation on what we hold at the very heart of our community — our schools.

Please communicate the following legislative priorities to our representatives as soon as possible and
certainly before they vote on a bill as early as Tuesday, June 28:

1. Provide adequate and equitable funding for public education. For example:

v" Students need state-funded textbooks as an instructional resource.

v' Transportation costs are increasing, yet the funding formula is the same as it was in 1984.

v"Increasing student enrollment requires funding for facilities, especially for fast-growth districts
like CFISD.

v All students are not alike, and funding that accurately reflects the cost of programs to serve
students with special needs (bilingual, G/T, special education, career and technology) is
imperative.

2. Protect public dollars for public schools. Prohibit the use of state funding to support vouchers for
private school tuition and home schooling.

3. Maintain local control by duly elected school boards, especially the provisions for school
calendars, elections and local enrichment decisions.

“Tax relief is a desired outcome, but not at the expense of a long-term solution to funding our public
schools.” (Houston Chronicle editorial, “Kids Come First”, June 23, 2005) Reasonable tax relief that is
balanced with the need for a future, well-educated workforce in Texas is important to us all.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact my office. For your convenience,
legislative contact information is attached and on the district website at www.cfisd.net.

Sincerely,
David Anthony, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools



