
-

INSIDE Cypress-Fairbanks ISD  · JULY 2009 · 5

Legislature revamps graduation requirements
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Under the new accountability system, recently 
passed by legislators during the 81st Legislative Ses-
sion, school districts are required to enforce new gradu-
ation requirements for students enrolled in Texas public 
schools beginning the 2009-2010 calendar year.

HB 3 was passed by the Legislature during the 
last part of the session on June 1 instituting numer-
ous changes, including major alterations in gradua-
tion requirements. In late July, school districts were 
notified by the Texas Education Agency (TEA) that the 
new mandate must be implemented for the 2009-2010 
school year in lieu of a phase-in, not giving school dis-
tricts ample time to execute the order with efficiency.

The change, impacting CFISD students in grades 
7-12, includes the removal of one health credit, one 
technology applications credit and one physical educa-
tion credit as prerequisites to graduate from high school. 
Although the communication applications course is still 
required, the State Board of Education may also con-
sider eliminating the credit. 

The drastic changes and the late notice by TEA have 
unloaded unnecessary consequences on CFISD, espe-
cially since most teachers have already been hired for 
the 2009-2010 school year. Additionally, modifying staff-
ing/master schedules at this late in time would cause 
a great deal of confusion among district students, par-
ents and employees.  

“We cannot accommodate the required schedule 
changes and staffing/master schedule issues that would 
be necessary to provide our students an opportunity to 
create a new schedule for the 2009-10 school year,” 
said Dr. David Anthony, superintendent of schools. “In 
order to accommodate all schedule changes, we would 
have to terminate teachers, find certified teachers 
for the appropriate courses and re-create our master 
schedule. That is not a possibility.”  

With the unexpected changes, the district has taken 
immediate action to make adjustments in the least dis-
ruptive way possible. Since the new law allows local 
school districts to establish local graduation require-
ments beyond those of the state, CFISD will require 
2009-2010 juniors and seniors to graduate under the 
former graduation requirements. In order to receive 
a high school diploma, this year’s juniors and seniors 

must complete credits for health, technology applica-
tions and physical education under the former gradua-
tion requirements plan.

Students in grades 7-10, already enrolled in courses 
that were eliminated under the new plan, will be ex-
pected to keep the course as an elective.

“We do not have the capacity to change all of their 
schedules to a different course, one of their choice, at 
this late date,” Dr. Anthony said. “We are very aware of 
the GPA/class rank implications, and will work through-
out the school year to develop a plan for making it eq-
uitable for all students who are currently in high school. 
That will not be an issue for those students who are in 
middle school during the 2009-10 school year.”

Parents of summer school students in grades 8-10 
were sent a letter on July 14 explaining the change in 
graduation requirements. Students making up credits 
for health, technology applications or physical educa-
tion will receive a full refund since those courses are no 
longer mandatory. (Please note that two semesters of 
physical education are still required instead of three.)

As the state continues to formulate changes in the 
school accountability system, CFISD will work diligently 
in conveying the most up-to-date information to the 
community via the district website at www.cfisd.net. 

Details regarding additional changes in the state ac-
countability system are posted on the TEA website at 
www.tea.state.tx.us. 

Under HB 3, students are no longer required to 
take health, technology applications and one 
semester of physical education (two semesters 
still required) in order to graduate.

However, since the new law allows local school 
districts to establish local graduation requirements 
beyond those of the state, CFISD will require 2009-
2010 juniors and seniors to graduate under the 
former graduation requirements, which include 
taking those courses eliminated in HB 3.

NEW GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

http://www.tea.state.tx.us
http://www.cfisd.net/dept2/library/summer_reading.htm
http://fencingacademy.com
http://www.apacdance.com

