


THE SPOTLIGHT AWARD

Spotlight paraeducators and support staff recipients are selected each year by 
supervisors for their outstanding dedication through their notable work on 
campus.

Spotlight teachers are selected by campus principals for their outstanding 
dedication in providing valuable instruction to students in CFISD. Each 
Spotlight teacher is given recognition for demonstrating one of the 
characteristics outlined in the district’s Portrait of a CFISD Teacher.

SPOTLIGHT HONOREES



Instructional Strategist
A CFISD teacher who thoughtfully designs learning and assessment 
activities that present content appropriate for students’ age and aptitude 
and which promote students’ actively thinking about the subject.

Creator of a Student-centered Environment
A CFISD teacher who provides a caring, supportive classroom in which 
students are workers and doers, comfortable in taking risks to further their 
learning.

Positive Role Model
A CFISD teacher who displays the values and norms defined by good 
citizenship as well as the personal qualities frequently associated with 
effective, productive lives.

Lifelong Learner
A CFISD teacher who exemplifies the spirit of continuous improvement 
through selection of and attitude toward activities which foster personal 
and professional development. 

Team Player
A CFISD teacher who cooperates with others for the group’s benefit, 
striving to solve problems by analyzing all pertinent data, listening to and 
valuing others’ viewpoints, and actively seeking consensus.

2016-2017   VOLUME XXXII



SPOTLIGHT HONOREES

PARAEDUCATOR
HONOREES
Pope ES, Tracy Van-Huis.............................6
Salyards MS, Eric Piña................................6

SUPPORT STAFF
HONOREES
Langham Creek HS, Waymond Haywood....7
Ault ES, Donald Mallard.............................7

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIST
Bang ES, Alicia Grison.................................9
Black ES, Laura Romine..............................9
Bleyl MS, Scott Beyer..................................10
Campbell MS, Shonari Mondesir................10
Cook MS, Jacqueline Headrick...................11
Copeland ES, Sally Pitts............................11
Cy Creek HS, Anne Marie Hayduchok.......12
Cy Ridge HS, Carla Dias...........................12
Cy Springs HS, Christopher George...........13
Cy Woods HS, Staci Stephens....................13
Dean MS, Stephanie Castro........................14
Fiest ES, Julie Hill.....................................14
Jersey Village HS, Ahmed Khawaja...........15
Jowell ES, Kellye Kaspar............................15
Keith ES, Corianne Reed............................16
Labay MS, Catherine Litzinger...................16

McFee ES, Teresita Hickle..........................17
Post ES, Laura Underwood........................17
Rennell ES, Kelsey French.........................18
Salyards MS, Katie Colville........................18
Smith MS, Lindsay Patrick.........................19
Spillane MS, Julie Tally..............................19

CREATOR OF A STUDENT-
CENTERED ENVIRONMENT
Adam ES, Lindsay May..............................21
ALC - East, Robert Mennefee......................21
Andre  ES, Araceli Simon...........................22
Anthony MS, Natalie Rieke.........................22
Aragon MS, Allison Krolczyk......................23
Ault ES, Tara Willis....................................23
Cy Falls HS, Sarah Beam...........................24
Cy Ranch HS, Cari Daniel.........................24
Danish ES, Sukhdeep Grewal.....................25
Duryea ES, Natalie Dildy............................25
Emery ES, Melanie Maxie..........................26
Emmott ES, Natasha Sufi..........................26
Francone ES, Christina Sanchez.................27
Gleason ES, Melissa Perry..........................27
Goodson MS, Amy Foster-Muñoz................28
Hamilton ES, Julie McClosky......................28
Hemmenway ES, Brittney Lund.................29
Holbrook ES, Sara Sahm..........................29

’



2016-2017   VOLUME XXXII

Hopper MS, Melissa Barnes.......................43
Horne ES, Penn Morris..............................44
Kahla MS, Carrie Sack...............................44
Moore ES, Allison Payne............................45
A. Robison ES, Paula Launikitis................45
Sheridan ES, Kiran Bakshi........................46
Swenke ES, Melissa Miller.........................46
Thornton MS, Cyral Gbunblee...................47
Truitt MS, Charlotte Green.........................47
Willbern ES, Ethan Harris........................48
Woodard ES, Angelica Guzman.................48
Yeager ES, Dana Herzog...........................49

LIFELONG LEARNER
Sampson ES, Pamela Lopez.......................51
Tipps ES, Karen Prante.............................51

TEAM PLAYER
ALC - West, Nola Jensen............................53
Bane ES, Rosha Austin...............................53
Cy Lakes HS,  Jean Lyon.............................54
Cy Park HS, Keith Nix................................54
Frazier ES, Freda Taylor.............................55
Lamkin ES, Molly Edwards........................55
Langham Creek HS, Melinda Shackett.......56
Metcalf ES, Danielle Morgan.....................56
Wilson ES, Merritt Smith...........................57

Holmsley ES, Karen Armstrong.....................30
Kirk ES, Peter Libreros..................................30
Lee ES, Elizabeth Enis..................................31
Lieder ES, Angela Porter...............................31
Lowery ES, Christina Alvarez........................32
Matzke ES, Kim Coachman............................32
Millsap ES, Lourdes Duarte...........................33
Owens ES, Kristin Hunt................................33
Pope ES, Helen Redmon.................................34
Postma ES, Debra Colon...............................34
Reed ES, Meredith Trunk...............................35
M. Robinson ES, Angela Warner...................35
Walker ES, Jennifer Mace..............................36
Warner ES, Amy Arthur................................36
Watkins MS, Torie Cevallos............................37
Windfern School of Choice,  Aimee Falcon....37

POSITIVE ROLE MODEL
Arnold MS, Timothy McCreight.....................39
Birkes ES,  Nicole Watson................................39
Cy-Fair HS, Scott Thomas.............................40
Carlton Center, John Skelton.........................40
Carpenter Center, Crystal Thompson..............41
Farney ES, Helena Labay...............................41
Hairgrove ES, Brett Johnson...........................42
Hamilton MS, Vincent Carter..........................42
Hancock ES, Stephanie Johnston....................43



PARAEDUCATOR HONOREES

6

Tracy Van Huis, also known as TV, is a forward thinking, problem 
solving spirit! She not only fills in wherever there is need (such as 
Life Skills, in-class support, tutoring, etc.), she is quick to assess 
student learning styles and she collaborates with classroom teachers 
to identify needs of both struggling students and of high-achieving 
students. TV has excellent rapport with all students. Our students 
respond to her firm but supporting demeanor. This is evident when 
she brings students around the building to celebrate a current 
success. She is a gem and there is no other like her. She devotes 100 
percent of herself in all that she does and we are lucky to call her 
our own.

Rebecca Koop, principal

Our instructional technology specialist goes beyond expectations to 
take care of all of the technology requirements of our 21st Century 
campus. He is extremely organized and able to quickly problem solve 
issues to efficiently support our unique needs. He is exceptionally 
patient and polite and he thinks outside of the box to problem solve 
situations in advance so that things run smoothly. Eric is extremely 
proactive and goes above and beyond the standard expectations of 
an IT specialist because he will jump in to help any area in need of 
support. He is truly special and one of a kind.

Liz Wood, principal

TRACY VAN-HUIS

ERIC PIÑA

POPE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | SPECIAL EDUCATION

SALYARDS MIDDLE SCHOOL | INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY
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Waymond is the morning custodian at Langham Creek High School 
and has worked in the district for over 20 years. He is a hard worker, 
who takes pride in his work and a role model for other custodians 
as well as a mentor to new custodians. Waymond is a servant leader 
whose work ethic and positivity are contagious. He has an excellent 
attendance record and always has a smile on his face even with sweat 
on his brow. One of his most impressive traits is that he is a self-
starter. If he sees that something has to be done, he does it. He takes 
pride in the quality of his work and when asked to take on a task, he 
will see it through to completion. Langham Creek is a better school 
because of the work and contributions of Waymond Haywood.

David Hughes, principal

Donald is a tremendous asset to Ault Elementary School. He does 
such a phenomenal job of keeping the building clean and ready for 
learning. But, he also does so much more. Donald is treasured and 
loved by the Ault staff. He is willing to drop whatever he is doing to 
assist wherever needed, even if it means doing things that may not 
be listed in his job description. One of the best things about Donald 
is how obvious it is that he loves students as he serves as a mentor to 
many. You will often see or hear Donald giving the students words of 
encouragement or lessons about life. He is adored by the students, 
staff and parents at Ault. There is no question that Donald exemplifies 
the Every Student, Every Day motto for CFISD. 

Jeff LaCoke, principal

WAYMOND HAYWOOD

DONALD MALLARD

LANGHAM CREEK HIGH SCHOOL | CUSTODIAN

AULT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | CUSTODIAN
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIST

A CFISD teacher who thoughtfully designs learning and assessment activities 
that present content appropriate for students’ age and aptitude and which 
promote students’ actively thinking about the subject.
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Alicia Grison is extraordinary. When you walk in her classroom you 
will be knocked off your feet. Every area and activity in the classroom 
is creatively designed for her students’ success. She is usually 
working in a small group which even happens during her lunch time 
and is constantly checking in with her students to make sure they 
are on track. Her students share, “Mrs. Grison really wants us to be 
ready for fifth grade.” Her impact extends beyond her classroom. 
She started a student chess club this year with her husband and 
also created Math Munchers evening sessions for her students and 
parents. It is no wonder students and parents cheer when they find 
out Mrs. Grison is their teacher.

Erwann Wilson, principal

We all face many challenges in life and sometimes need a special 
person to turn those challenges into triumphs. Mrs. Romine is that 
person for so many of our students, who without her knowledge and 
expertise, may not be able to overcome certain obstacles. She provides 
quality instruction on a daily basis to a variety of learners. She consults 
with others to develop plans that will help students grow and learn. 
She is open-minded and works collaboratively to plan meaningful and 
relevant learning opportunities. She is an instructional strategist who 
knows how to analyze and interpret data in order to evaluate learning 
and next steps. Black Elementary School is a better place because of 
this caring, knowledgeable Spotlight Teacher.

Melissa LeDoux, principal

ALICIA GRISON

LAURA ROMINE

BANG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE MATH AND SCIENCE

BLACK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | SPEECH PATHOLOGY

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIST
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SCOTT BEYER

SHONARI MONDESIR

BLEYL MIDDLE SCHOOL | ALGEBRA AND FOOTBALL

CAMPBELL MIDDLE SCHOOL | EIGHTH-GRADE US HISTORY

Coach Scott Beyer is truly gifted as an Instructional Strategist. Scott 
connects with his students through multiple teaching strategies and 
creates an environment that would make any principal proud. With 
all students authentically engaged, Scott truly pushes his students to 
success and beyond. Each year our staff celebrates his 100–percent 
students passing the Algebra EOC. We ended last year with his 
classes being tied as one of the highest in CFISD with 90–percent of 
our students scoring advanced. Coach Beyer is passionate about the 
instruction in his class and continues to impress the Bleyl staff. We are 
honored to recognize him as our Spotlight Teacher.

Stacia Carew, principal

Mr. Mondesir is a natural Instructional Strategist. He instinctively
knows what students need and how to take their thinking to higher
levels. Data analysis, team planning and professional development
are the foundations for how Mr. Mondesir builds student success.
Students thrive in Mr. Mondesir’s class because he goes above
and beyond to find relevant, thought-provoking and engaging ways
to make history come alive for his students. Mr. Mondesir shows
each student that he cares deeply about them as a person and as
a scholar. He lives by the Campbell vision statement: Campbell
Gators are scholars. Our mission is to produce graduates.

Laura Perry, principal



INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIST

11

Ms. Headrick focuses on the planning process and respects the opinion of 
each team member. Ideas are shared daily for how to deliver the curriculum 
in creative, clever and engaging ways. She uses data effectively to identify 
students with gaps and immediately implements an action plan that results 
in increased student learning. Alignment is a must and she works diligently 
to ensure there is alignment in all aspects of planning, instruction and 
assessment. Her work pays off as evidenced by her students’ continued 
success at all levels. Ms. Headrick leads the way in quality first-time 
instruction and is a model for all those she serves.

Margaret Wiley, principal

Ara Parseghian said, “A good coach will make his players see what they 
can BE, rather than what they ARE.” Sally Pitts does this daily in her 
kindergarten classroom. Mrs. Pitts develops well-planned lessons to build 
on her students’ strengths, then challenges them to see their potential and 
meet the goal. Through regular evaluation, she is able to plan lessons and 
set up her classroom effectively to support and meet student needs. Her 
vision to see potential in what others may overlook brings about greatness 
in the lives of her students. Thank you Mrs. Pitts for your commitment to 
students.

Michelle Rice, former principal

JACQUELINE HEADRICK

SALLY PITTS

COOK MIDDLE SCHOOL | EIGHTH-GRADE SCIENCE

COPELAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | KINDERGARTEN SELF-CONTAINED
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Anne Marie Hayduchok embodies the Instructional Strategist by using 
various learning modes with her Algebra I students. She creates engaging 
and hands-on activities for her students to learn the concepts of Algebra. 
She makes learning fun and works tirelessly to help her students 
achieve success. She has the ability to make students who have not been 
successful in other math courses successful. She loves her students and 
accepts them as they are and builds relationships with them allowing 
them to reach their full potential. Ms. Hayduchok is a prime example of a 
Spotlight Teacher.

Vicki Snokhous, principal

We all had that special teacher in our lives that inspired us to become 
our best selves. We were encouraged to work hard and believe in 
ourselves and we knew our efforts would be rewarded. For all of her 
students, Carla Dias is that teacher. In her classroom, she meets with 
students from vast academic and social backgrounds, and she seamlessly 
meets each one where they are, determined to push them onward and 
upward. She keeps high expectations for her students, teaches them to 
be resilient and treats them all with tough empathy. Congratulations, 
Carla. We, at Cypress Ridge High School, are honored and privileged to 
have you stand in the spotlight.

Stephanie Meshell, principal

ANNE MARIE HAYDUCHOK

CARLA DIAS

CYPRESS CREEK HIGH SCHOOL | ALGEBRA I

CYPRESS RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL | MATH
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“Yeah, I understand, now let’s get to it!” Mr. Christopher George is a 
Cy-Fair product who creates a welcoming, student-centered environment 
with high academic standards and meaningful relationships. As a former 
special education and dyslexia student, he understands the struggles 
of many of his students and helps them FIND success. Mr. George has 
high standards for learning and uses the Portrait of a Panther Classroom 
to guide his rigorous and engaging lessons. Students trust Mr. George 
to be honest and fair. They know that when they enter his English 1 
classroom, they are going to be challenged daily and prepared for their 
future. Mr. George is well respected by students and staff alike. He is a 
lifelong learner who gives 100 percent of himself every day to guarantee 
student success. Christopher George is a true scholar who deserves the 
SPOTLIGHT.

Cheryl Henry, principal

Staci Stephens is a dedicated team leader who maximizes every second 
of her day focused on student learning and success. Every one of her 
lessons has an instructional purpose and exudes creativity. Staci’s 
delivery is innovative, has students at the heart of the lesson and 
captures their interest. To watch Staci behind the scenes researching 
and dialoguing with her peers on ways to better introduce concepts is 
inspirational. High energy, high engagement and high expectations are 
what you can expect entering Staci Stephens’ classroom. We salute Staci 
Stephens for daily raising the bar for learning at The Woods.

Gary Kinniger, principal

CHRISTOPHER GEORGE

STACI STEPHENS

CYPRESS SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL | ENGLISH I

CYPRESS WOODS HIGH SCHOOL | GEOMETRY
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Mrs. Castro exemplifies the qualities of an instructional leader. 
Since joining the Dean family, she has demonstrated excellence in 
the classroom, working to meet the needs of all students—from the 
struggling student to the HORIZONS student. Studying science is 
fun in Mrs. Castro’s class. Her classroom is full of activity and hands-
on learning opportunities. Mrs. Castro shares her talent of creating 
engaging lessons with her colleagues through team planning sessions, 
new teacher mentoring and serving as a student-teacher mentor. Her 
positive impact is felt across the entire Dean campus.

Heather Bergman, principal

Mrs. Julie Hill is a superior Instructional Strategist. She provides her 
students with a challenging, creative learning environment. Julie is the 
kind of teacher who is always on the lookout for new strategies and ideas 
to enhance her instruction and effectiveness. Julie is that rare teacher who 
can handle a variety of student ability levels in the same classroom and get 
exceptional results from all students. She is particularly effective in the 
relationships she builds with students. When you walk into her classroom, 
you immediately sense you are in a special place. Alongside her dedication, 
humor and intelligence, Julie brings to education the compassion necessary 
for long-term success. She is a rare jewel who will perform in a superior 
manner, regardless of assignment or task. Julie is the epitome of the loving 
and challenging educator I hope for every student to encounter.

Jeanette Gerault, principal

JULIE HILL

STEPHANIE CASTRO

FIEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | THIRD-GRADE SELF-CONTAINED

DEAN MIDDLE SCHOOL | EIGHTH-GRADE SCIENCE
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It was once stated, “The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher 
explains. The superior teacher demonstrates. The great teacher inspires.” 
Inspirational is the word students use most often to describe Jersey 
Village High School honoree Ahmed Khawaja. Through expert lesson 
design, relevant content and a genuine love of his students, Mr. Khawaja 
leads his students to a deep understanding of US Government and 
Economics. One student shared, “He has a way of making what could 
be a very boring subject come to life and have meaning for us.” JVHS is 
proud to recognize Ahmed Khawaja, who is an inspiration to all.

Ralph Funk, principal

Kellye Kaspar is a fantastic teacher who sets high expectations for both 
her students and herself. She is passionate about her job and goes 
above and beyond to help her students succeed on a daily basis. She 
constantly strives to create lessons which are motivating and engaging. 
She never gives up on struggling students and searches for the best way 
to reach them. Kellye’s approach is always with a positive attitude and a 
smile on her face.

Kimberley Criswell, principal

AHMED KHAWAJA

KELLYE KASPAR

JERSEY VILLAGE HIGH SCHOOL | GOVERNMENT, ECONOMICS AND STREET LAW

JOWELL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FIFTH-GRADE MATH
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When our Keith staff was asked to describe Ms. Reed with one word, the 
most popular responses were dedicated, innovative, positive, passionate 
and encouraging. These traits show in everything that she does for and 
with her students. She is intentional about her planning, instruction 
and the opportunities she provides ALL of her students every day to 
help them reach their potential allowing no excuses. These adjectives are 
descriptive of who Cori is with both her students and colleagues. One 
word to describe how anyone that knows Cori feels about her receiving 
this recognition would be “deserving”… in every way.

Dawn Tryon, principal

On a daily basis, Mrs. Litzinger creates a learning environment where 
challenging reading material becomes an adventure waiting to happen. 
She keeps high expectations while also supporting her students through 
their challenges in the classroom, and the dynamic strategies she 
employs bring out the best in each one of them. Mrs. Litzinger truly is 
gifted in finding unique ways to reach her students, pushing them to 
exceed their farthest-reaching goals, and making learning enjoyable 
through it all.

Lanette Bellamy, principal

CORIANNE REED

CATHERINE LITZINGER

KEITH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | SECOND-GRADE READING AND LANGUAGE ARTS

LABAY MIDDLE SCHOOL | SEVENTH- AND EIGHTH-GRADE READING WORKSHOP
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To find the perfect model of an Instructional Strategist look no further 
than McFee’s Spotlight Teacher, Teresita Hickle. Not only is she a leader on 
her team and campus in designing engaging lessons that spark students’ 
enthusiasm, she also works with district curriculum staff on creating 
learning opportunities that can be used across CFISD. Her depth of 
knowledge of the TEKS and curriculum, high expectations for students 
and use of a variety of strategies ensure student success. While sharing 
her knowledge with others, Teresita is eager to expand her own repertoire 
of tools by learning from others, constantly keeping the needs of her 
students and their attainment of success as her guiding principle.

Donna Harden, principal

Laura uses data to develop individualized action plans for her students 
and is very knowledgeable about each of them. She provides regular 
small-group instruction within a structured classroom environment. The 
students respond well to her consistent procedures, routines and high 
expectations. Students always know what to do and can be observed 
working independently or cooperatively with each other. Laura utilizes 
all available resources and every minute of the instructional period. Her 
instructional plans are always interactive and purposeful. Laura is a 
master teacher.

Missy Kilday, principal

TERESITA HICKLE

LAURA UNDERWOOD

McFEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE READING, LANGUAGE ARTS READ 180

POST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | THIRD-GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS AND SOCIAL STUDIES
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Kelsey is the kind of teacher that inspires us all to be better at what 
we do. She is the ultimate Instructional Strategist. Kelsey has a gift for 
helping struggling students find the joy in accomplishing a difficult task. 
She consistently takes students who fear math and molds them into 
math wizards by the end of each year. Kelsey does not shy away from a 
challenge, but sees it as an opportunity to make a difference in the world. 
She opens doors for students who without her might not have the same 
level of confidence and success. Kelsey is kind, loyal and devoted to her 
profession. It is an honor to have her on our staff.

Leslie Thomas, principal

Katie Colville is a gem who works tirelessly to help students reach their 
fullest potential. She develops and maintains positive and productive 
relationships with students and their parents. Katie is in tune with 
her students, aware of their strengths and challenges, and develops 
individual plans that enable students to succeed beyond expectations. 
Her love, support and encouragement creates a fun, stimulating and 
challenging learning environment for her students. Katie is a role 
model for teachers and paraeducators. She is recognized by peers for 
her curriculum knowledge, behavioral and academic expectations and 
positive learning environment – her energy is contagious. Katie is
a team player and does not ask anyone to do anything she won’t do 
herself – never seeking the spotlight. This is why it is a privilege to 
shine the spotlight on Katie Colville as Salyards Middle School Spotlight 
Teacher.

Liz Wood, principal

KELSEY FRENCH

KATIE COLVILLE

RENNELL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE MATH AND SCIENCE

SALYARDS MIDDLE SCHOOL | LIFE SKILLS
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Lindsay Patrick is a true example of what it means to be an Instructional 
Strategist. Lindsay has been a trailblazer this year, taking it upon herself 
to step out into the world of the Google Classroom. She has gone above 
and beyond by offering trainings to her colleagues, helping them to take 
the leap as well. Her love for reading and writing is contagious, as she 
is always looking for new and creative ways to instill this same love into 
her students. Lindsay is also a great leader and positive example for her 
teammates. She is always willing to step up to the plate to share ideas, 
create exciting lessons, and lend a helping hand when and where ever 
needed. It is with great enthusiasm that we honor Mrs. Lindsay Patrick as 
our Spotlight Teacher.

Susan Higgins, principal

A theory known as the butterfly effect states “small causes can have 
large effects.” After all, it is reasonable to think that flapping butterfly 
wings could impact weather patterns hundreds of miles away, right? 
In the classroom, Julie Tally’s actions prove the butterfly effect does 
indeed exist. Daily she demonstrates that the smallest actions can 
have the biggest effect. She inspires, instills confidence and we often 
hear from her students – “I wasn’t good at math, but now I am”. With 
statements like that, who can argue the effect? Thank you, Julie Tally, 
and congratulations on being named Spillane’s 2017 Spotlight Teacher.

Michael Maness, principal

LINDSAY PATRICK

JULIE TALLY

SMITH MIDDLE SCHOOL | SIXTH-GRADE READING AND LANGUAGE ARTS

SPILLANE MIDDLE SCHOOL | SIXTH-GRADE MATH
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CREATOR OF A STUDENT-
CENTERED ENVIRONMENT

A CFISD teacher who provides a caring, supportive classroom in which students 
are workers and doers, comfortable in taking risks to further their learning.
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Walking into Mrs. May’s 5th-grade Language Arts class is pure joy. 
Students are engaged and learning 100 percent of the time. Everything 
is centered around students and their needs. Mrs. May’s infectious 
voice draws them in, and she keeps them learning with her personal 
connections and fun-filled activities. Thinking, reading and building 
vocabulary are connected to student interests, and her students are 
captivated. High-achieving students reach new heights, and struggling 
students make tremendous growth while in her care. Students feel 
special and work harder because they know Mrs. May expects it. They 
know how important they are to her because she tells them daily.

Beth May, principal

Mr. Mennefee is a veteran teacher whose expertise in special education 
has had a lasting impact on students, parents and colleagues. Mr. 
Mennefee establishes with students and he understands the underlying 
issues attributing to behavioral and educational concerns. With keen, 
superhero-like intuition, Mr. Mennefee is able to take a proactive 
approach with at-risk students to avoid or minimize anxiety, frustration 
and feelings of being overwhelmed. Mr. Mennefee’s genuine love for 
children and love for his chosen profession are demonstrated through 
his actions from the beginning of the day to the very end. At the start of 
the day, rain or shine, this gentle soul is outside greeting each student 
with a warm smile and words of encouragement to start their day. Not 
only are the student’s blessed with his warm-hearted, caring nature, 
but parents, colleagues and new teachers whom he trains and mentors, 
benefit from his graciousness and expertise.

Laurie Snyder, principal

LINDSAY MAY

ROBERT MENNEFEE

ADAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FIFTH-GRADE READING/LA AND SOCIAL STUDIES

ALC - EAST | SPECIAL EDUCATION, ELAR AND READ 180
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Mrs. Simon exemplifies the Portrait of a Cy-Fair Teacher, masterfully 
creating a student-centered environment for her second language 
learners. She takes care to ensure that all students have clear 
understanding and feel confident when sharing and participating. In the 
words of a former student, “Repeating third grade and coming to Mrs. 
Simon’s class unable to speak at all, Mrs. Simon is the reason I speak 
English today.” Because of the relationships she has developed with her 
students, they take risks that enable them to achieve at high levels. Her 
classroom is rigorous and students appreciate her high expectations for 
achievement.

Laura Novacinski, principal

Natalie Rieke, Anthony Middle School’s choice for Spotlight Teacher for 
2017-2018, does an amazing job of making science “cool” for students. 
According to our students and staff, Natalie focuses every purposeful 
action in her classroom on the needs of her students. She uses her 
understanding of content and how her students grasp concepts to 
regularly adjust her instructional practices for each learner. Natalie wants 
students to love science as they learn more about the world around 
them each day. Anthony Ravens are blessed to have such a dedicated 
professional working with them daily. We are proud to have Natalie Rieke 
represent our campus in the spotlight.

Sherma Duck, principal

ARACELI SIMON

NATALIE RIEKE

ANDRE’ ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | THIRD-GRADE BILINGUAL READING/LA

ANTHONY MIDDLE SCHOOL | SIXTH-GRADE SCIENCE
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Ms. Krolczyk values the individual needs of each student and creates 
a safe environment for them to learn and grow. She gets excited when 
students achieve their goals and she celebrates with them. It is obvious 
she cares a great deal about her students and she goes above and beyond 
each day to ensure their success. Not only does she set the bar high for 
her students, but she also has high standards for herself. Her patience, 
caring nature and willingness to think outside the box are only a few 
qualities that make her the perfect example of a teacher that exemplifies 
the true meaning of an Aragon Wildcat.

Maria Mamaux, principal

Tara is an example of a teacher who puts her children above all else. She 
goes above and beyond to find resources for her students no matter what 
they may need. She integrates the use of technology so that children 
learn in a hands-on, engaging environment. She is a leader on her team 
and is willing to think outside the box and try new things to reach all of 
her learners and shares those successful ideas with others. Tara actively 
participates and leads her team in making data – driven decisions. Her 
classroom is a warm and inviting environment not only for her students 
but for parents, other teachers, administrators and student teachers.

Jeff LaCoke, principal

ALLISON KROLCZYK

TARA WILLIS

ARAGON MIDDLE SCHOOL | LIFE SKILLS

AULT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FIRST-GRADE SELF-CONTAINED
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Sarah Beam is a master at building relationships. She is engaging, 
energetic, positive and works tirelessly to ensure that students have what 
they need to be successful both in English and in life. Sarah’s genuine 
kindness paves the way to allow students – even those who struggle the 
most – to have confidence in their ability to succeed. The intentional 
relationships she builds with families provide a solid foundation for 
her students to achieve well beyond the doors of her classroom. Sarah’s 
students take ownership of their learning because she gives them the 
courage to do just that. Sarah Beam changes lives at Cypress Falls High 
School every single day.

Becky Denton, principal

Cari Daniel’s infectious zeal for life gives her students a place to take 
risks, learn in authentic situations, and immediately apply their new 
knowledge to the real world. Ms. Daniel takes accounting to a whole new 
level. She creates a learner-centered classroom where students play an 
active role in their education. She adjusts to her students’ needs on a 
constant basis and works to ensure success for each of them. Ms. Daniel’s 
positive outlook, infinite energy and enthusiasm for teaching create an 
atmosphere where students thrive. Cypress Ranch is proud to name Ms. 
Cari Daniel as our 2016-2017 Spotlight Teacher.

Bob Hull, principal

SARAH BEAM

CARI DANIEL

CYPRESS FALLS HIGH SCHOOL | ENGLISH I, II AND SSL

CYPRESS RANCH HIGH SCHOOL | ACCOUNTING I AND II
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It is my great pleasure to introduce Sukhdeep Grewal as Danish 
Elementary School’s Spotlight Teacher. From the moment you ask Mrs. 
Grewal about her class, you can feel her passion and commitment to the 
success and growth of every student. She sees potential in the toughest 
kids and pushes them to reach their potential. She creates an energetic 
classroom that is challenging and consistent, and she is always willing to 
remain a learner herself so that she can introduce engaging lessons that 
inspire student learning. She is a value to her team, is always supportive 
of the school and works tirelessly to include parents in their student’s 
learning.

Kelly Dalton, principal

As I walked around Duryea late on a Friday night, I came across Mrs. 
Dildy with a yardstick meticulously measuring spots on the floor of her 
classroom for students to sit during read-a-louds.  She wanted to ensure 
each spot was perfectly spaced for her learners.  This is a small example 
of how much pride she takes in creating her learning environment.  Mrs. 
Dildy brings a focus and passion for students and their achievement that 
is unmatched.  She prepares feverously to make her classroom inviting, 
engaging, and academically empowering for every student.  The learning 
atmosphere she creates epitomizes the Cy-Fair Student-Centered 
Environment. 

Kenneth Henry, principal

SUKHDEEP GREWAL

NATALIE DILDY

DANISH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE MATH AND SCIENCE

DURYEA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FIRST-GRADE SELF-CONTAINED
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Melanie Maxie is a true jewel at Emery Elementary School. She is an 
outstanding teacher who knows her students, mentors her entire team 
and creates strong relationships with staff, students and parents. She 
goes above and beyond getting to know every student and their story. 
She knows how to motivate, support and encourage her students every 
day which is what makes the difference in her classroom. As the students 
walk into her class, they know she will greet them, hear their stories and 
support them every step of the way.

Michelle Merricks, principal

We honor Ms. Sufi for her outstanding dedication to our students. Ms. 
Sufi implements fun, exciting and innovative techniques in the world of 
art. Students have traveled around the world this year bringing real-
world experiences to them every day so that they explore and learn 
to appreciate art. Ms. Sufi has great relationships with her students 
and truly cares for them all. She brings out the artistic ability in each 
one of them and celebrates their accomplishments. Her willingness to 
collaborate with her colleagues opens up new possibilities for extended 
learning and support. Emmott Elementary School is proud to recognize 
Ms. Sufi as this year’s Spotlight Teacher.

Jessica Hernandez, principal

MELANIE MAXIE

NATASHA SUFI

EMERY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE GT MATH

EMMOTT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | ART
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A classroom with confident students who are intrinsically motivated to 
make new discoveries is the type of environment created by our Spotlight 
Teacher, Christina Sanchez.  While recognizing and accommodating 
different learning modalities and providing structure that encourages 
and facilitates learners’ shared decision-making, Mrs. Sanchez finds 
ways to make learning meaningful by integrating topics relevant to 
the lives, needs and interests of her students. The result … students 
who are actively engaged in creating, understanding and connecting 
to knowledge. Francone Elementary School is proud to recognize the 
teacher whose class will be remembered as the best class ever by many
of her students.

Tonya Goree, principal

Passionate and dedicated are just a few words to describe Melissa Perry. 
She arrives daily with a positive attitude and willingness to help all 
students be successful by building relationships with each one that walks 
through her door. Ms. Perry works tirelessly to ensure that her students 
excel in music, but also in all academic and social areas. This shows 
through the innovative lessons she prepares daily for her students. If you 
stop by her classroom, you will see her fostering a love of learning.

Christine Melancon, principal

CHRISTINA SANCHEZ

MELISSA PERRY

FRANCONE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE READING/LA

GLEASON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | MUSIC
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Entering the theater room at Goodson MS is to see a student-centered 
environment in action. Amy Foster-Muñoz is in her element, facilitating 
students as they work to create sets, practice lines and organize costumes. 
Ms. Foster-Muñoz sets the bar very high for her students and creates an 
environment of self-accountability. Her students love her for pushing 
them to be better than they thought they could be. Amy took theater arts 
from being just a class to a vibrant, important part of our school culture.
Goodson is proud to present Amy Foster-Muñoz as our Spotlight Teacher.

Sheri McCaig, principal

“It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression 
and knowledge.” –Albert Einstein

Julie uses her creativity and knowledge to design lessons and positive 
classroom environment for her students. Students describe her as being 
caring, on their side and fun. Her passion and love for her students 
shines in all she does. Her Hamilton family knows they can always count 
on her for an idea on anything from how to teach a reading lesson, 
work with a student who is struggling or ideas to help shape a student’s 
behavior. We are proud to have Mrs. McClosky as our 2017 Spotlight 
Teacher.

Joni Conn, principal

AMY FOSTER-MUÑOZ

JULIE McCLOSKY

GOODSON MIDDLE SCHOOL | THEATER ARTS

HAMILTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | READING ENRICHMENT, DYSLEXIA AND READ 180
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Every parent hopes for a kindergarten classroom that is a perfect 
blend of learning and love. Throughout the years, Brittney Lund has 
mastered the art of marrying those critical components. As she carefully 
crafts lessons that help the youngest scholars prepare for the rigors of 
language, literacy and numeracy skills, Mrs. Lund also takes great care 
in helping her students build social-emotional skills, self-awareness and 
respect for others. The room is filled with joy, accountable talk, making 
sense of things and working together. Students and teachers support one 
another as they explore new ideas and concepts. Visiting the class simply 
warms your heart because it is obvious that Mrs. Lund loves teaching and 
that her students love learning.

Jae Simpson-Butler, principal

Sara Sahm strives daily to create an environment where students take 
responsibility for their own thinking and learning. Her style of teaching 
communicates to all of her students that their thoughts and ideas matter. 
She delivers instruction with purpose, passion and pulls students into 
the lesson to be actively engaged. Sara Sahm facilitates a classroom 
where students work collaboratively with one another to gain knowledge, 
as well as gain an appreciation for one another and the value they bring 
to the learning team.

Yvette Garcia, principal

BRITTNEY LUND

SARA SAHM

HEMMENWAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | KINDERGARTEN SELF-CONTAINED

HOLBROOK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE MATH AND SCIENCE
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It is with great pleasure that Holmsley Elementary School recognizes 
Karen Armstrong as our Spotlight Teacher. Ms. Armstrong has a passion 
for reading and writing that is absolutely contagious. She shares new 
ideas with team members and is always wanting to learn more and try 
new things in the classroom. When walking into her classroom, you will 
find a student-centered learning environment where students are actively 
engaged and having fun. Ms. Armstrong has such great success with her 
students because she has built strong relationships with each of them 
and encourages them on a daily basis.  We are truly blessed to have Ms. 
Armstrong as part of the Holmsley family.

Ana Diaz, principal

Benjamin Franklin said, “Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. 
Involve me and I learn.” Peter Libreros approaches each day embodying 
the words of Franklin. In his bilingual language arts classroom, his 
students’ needs are always at the forefront of his thinking, and he does 
not hesitate to take risks because as he will tell you, “Kids Deserve It!” 
From doing the limbo on any given morning to get students excited 
about the day that awaits, or riding the bus home in the afternoon to 
ensure that his students know that he truly cares about what happens 
to them both in and out of the classroom, Peter’s goal is to ensure that 
students know that they matter. His love for teaching and learning is 
infectious and we are truly grateful to have him on our team. Peter’s 
spotlight shines brightly at Kirk Elementary School every day. 

Onica Mayers, principal

KAREN ARMSTRONG

PETER LIBREROS

HOLMSLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FIFTH-GRADE READING/LA

KIRK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | SECOND-GRADE BILINGUAL LANGUAGE ARTS
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Elizabeth Enis is an exceptional teacher who brings energy and 
enthusiasm to every aspect of her teaching. Being innovative and 
continuously seeking learning opportunities, she is able to meet the 
needs of our diverse population. Technology is woven into her science 
classroom and is used to communicate with parents. If she is out before 
a quiz or test, her students still benefit from a review. She has created a 
private Science Facebook page where she can interact with her students 
in real time when they have questions or need additional help. The 
ability she has to make learning fun captivates students and pushes them 
to succeed. It is a pleasure to have Elizabeth Eniz as Lee Elementary 
School’s Spotlight Teacher.

Susan Epperson, principal

Angie Porter is an extraordinary teacher with a positive attitude who 
establishes a learning environment in which all her students thrive. 
Angie teaches students the concepts of art using every minute of class 
time to engage them, making sure they actively participate and create 
unique products. She goes over and beyond her scope as an art teacher 
by participating in after-school clubs, serving on several committees and 
mentoring struggling students. Angie is organized, prepared and willing 
to share her expertise whenever needed. Angie is an asset to our Lieder 
family and we are so proud of the wealth of knowledge she brings to our 
school.

Karen Stockton, principal

ELIZABETH ENIS

ANGELA PORTER

LEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | SCIENCE

LIEDER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | ART
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Christina Alvarez has captured the hearts of Lowery students and staff as 
our 2016-2017 Spotlight Teacher. She is deeply committed to the principles 
and strategies of capturing kids’ hearts. When you walk in her classroom, 
you can feel the strong relationships as you see students continually 
engaged as they explore and learn. Her peers share that, “Christina sets 
aside both class and personal time for the benefit of her students both 
emotionally an academically. She is willing to do what needs to be done 
to support students and help them find success.” Christina is always 
looking at what is best for students. She is a team player who makes 
learning fun and works from her heart.

April Wright, principal

Kim Coachman is a phenomenal teacher who strives daily to create a 
student-centered environment. She implements creative and engaging 
lessons that usually include music, chants and fun. She builds 
relationships with every single student in her classroom. She goes 
above and beyond to reach every child by knowing their strengths, likes, 
dislikes and what motivates them. Her students will do anything for her. 
In the words of one of her students, “I know she will never give up on 
me.” 

Cathy Jacobs, principal

CHRISTINA ALVAREZ

KIM COACHMAN

LOWERY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE MATH AND SCIENCE

MATZKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | SECOND-GRADE BILINGUAL ELAR
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Mrs. Duarte’s passions translate to great things for students. She is 
dedicated to her students and does whatever it takes to make them 
successful. She has taken on all subjects for her bilingual students this 
year as she became self-contained after the start of the year. She puts 
students first in everything she does. She exemplifies the core values 
of Millsap: Integrity, Respect, Responsibility and Effort. Mrs. Duarte’s 
inspiration and eagerness to share her ideas and methods are some of 
the things that have earned her the title of this year’s Spotlight Teacher for 
Millsap Elementary School.

Joy Dauphin, principal

Kristin has a heart for all students. This is evidenced by her ability 
to meet every child where they are and create learning opportunities 
for each of them to be successful. On any given day, you can find her 
supporting her students as they master their individual goals in PPCD. 
Even when faced with a difficult situation, she keeps a calm demeanor 
and a smile on her face. Kristin’s students remain part of her life even 
as they move on from PPCD. She is a shining example of what all 
teachers should strive to become to truly make a difference in the lives of 
students.

Amy Frank, principal

LOURDES DUARTE

KRISTIN HUNT

MILLSAP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | SECOND-GRADE BILINGUAL SELF-CONTAINED

OWENS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | PPCD



SPOTLIGHT HONOREES

34

They say art imitates life. At Pope ES that is truly the case. We have 
Mrs. Helen Redmon, the original Ms. Frizzle. For all that she has given 
to CFISD students, she is truly deserving of our Spotlight Teacher 
recognition. Everything she does is for the love of science and the 
students she teaches. She is the visionary that drives the rigor of our 
science instruction and the conscious of the world around us. When 
she’s not creating engaging lessons, she is working with students after 
school in her gardening club, or spearheading a water bottle recycling 
initiative. Just take a moment to walk into her classroom and you become 
just another variable in her laboratory of learning. She will gladly share 
all of it with you, even the menagerie of personal animals she rotates 
through our school. Her passion of science sparks the love of science in 
our students and as a result, opens the door to so many possibilities in 
their future learning.

Becky Koop, principal

Our Spotlight Teacher is masterful in facilitating student learning in a 
nurturing fun-filled classroom environment. Engaging in talks where 
student opinions and ideas are valued, Ms. Colon guides her learners to 
think outside the box and be successful. Students exhibit an eagerness 
to share and have developed the confidence to show what they know 
and lead others. Ms. Colon sandwiches positive praise between her 
instruction giving students an opportunity to advance and grow 
academically and socially. Smiles, giggles and laughter are part of Ms. 
Colon’s daily agenda. Her positive influence resonates throughout her 
grade level, campus and into the community.

Kim Freed, principal

HELEN REDMON

DEBRA COLON

POPE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | SCIENCE

POSTMA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | KINDERGARTEN SELF-CONTAINED
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Meredith is a passionate educator who is dedicated to her students’ 
success and has extremely high expectations of herself and her students. 
Meredith teaches with a sense of urgency every minute of the day. 
She truly goes above and beyond to ensure not only are her students’ 
academic needs met but their social and emotional needs are supported 
as well. She makes a personal effort to take care of her students socially 
and emotionally on top of teaching them. You will often hear Meredith 
say, “I am not going to give up on you. You can do this. I believe in you.”

Kandy Bond, principal

Angela Warner’s devotion to making deep, meaningful connections 
with her students encourages them to be on task and highly engaged. 
Angela is masterful at building classroom communities as she develops 
and maintains positive relationships with her students. She creates a 
family atmosphere with a focus on safety and belonging. Students love 
working in cooperative groups and sitting on yoga balls in her class. They 
take ownership as they have jobs and duties that foster responsibility. 
Angela’s relational strengths are observed with her mentoring abilities 
with colleagues as well. Angela optimizes the saying “kids don’t care what 
you know until they know you care.”

Irene Ruiz, principal

MEREDITH TRUNK

ANGELA WARNER

REED ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE WRITING

M. ROBINSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE MATH AND SCIENCE



SPOTLIGHT HONOREES

36

Jennifer Mace creates a classroom that truly reflects a student- 
centered environment. She is an advocate for her students and makes 
personal connections with each one of them. She spends a great deal 
of time differentiating lessons and seeking out resources to enhance 
her students’ abilities. Her dedication extends well beyond her own 
classroom as she always opens her door for students outside of her 
classroom. Jennifer believes in our campus vision and truly wants this 
campus to exceed expectations in every way possible. She is a huge piece 
of what makes Walker Elementary School special.

Kim Dameron, principal

Amy gives 110 percent to her students all day as she goes above and 
beyond to build relationships with students and parents. Parents once 
shared how they were reassured that Mrs. Arthur looked them in the 
eye and said she would help their child be successful that year and the 
student was successful. Mrs. Arthur’s students love her as she is focused 
on doing what is best for kids and they know she cares about them. She 
is enthusiastic and has a positive attitude. Mrs. Arthur also co-chairs 
our campus PBIS Team promoting positive praise for students and staff 
members.

Schonda Kidd, principal

JENNIFER MACE

AMY ARTHUR

WALKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FIRST GRADE

WARNER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE MATH
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It is with great pleasure that I introduce Torie Cevallos, as this year’s 
Watkins Spotlight Teacher. Torie’s heightened ability to see strengths 
and untapped potential in each student allows her to build amazing 
relationships with each one, while simultaneously creating the safest 
learning environment for the students on our campus. Torie’s ability to 
create an atmosphere where students feel safe enough to take risks and 
learn from the mistakes they make is second to none at Watkins. Each 
one of her students know their academic, social and emotional success is 
her top priority every single day. Congratulations, Torie.

Jose Martinez, principal

Windfern School of Choice counts as one of its treasures a remarkably 
gifted teacher whose daily mission is to awaken her students’ love for 
learning. Aimee Falcon uses hands-on and real-world applications to 
bring alive both simple and complex science principles. She delights 
in the “aha” expression on students’ faces as they work on experiments 
and projects. With her students, Mrs. Falcon enjoys a healthy rapport, 
having developed a balance between warm friendliness and flexible 
authority. Students know that from Mrs. Falcon they can expect 
respect, fair-mindedness and clear-cut expectations. Through their 
teacher’s tenacity and belief in their abilities, students learn to believe 
in themselves and work to meet the standards of achievement she has 
outlined for them.

Martha Strother, principal

TORIE CEVALLOS

AIMEE FALCON

WATKINS MIDDLE SCHOOL | ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOR

WINDFERN SCHOOL OF CHOICE | IPC
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POSITIVE ROLE MODEL
A CFISD teacher who displays the values and norms defined by good 
citizenship as well as the personal qualities frequently associated with effective, 
productive lives.
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Tim’s positivity and enthusiasm is one of the first things you notice 
when you meet him. Dig a little deeper and will you find an outstanding 
educator, mentor and coach. He is able to build relationships with even 
the most challenging students and brings out the best in them. Tim goes 
above and beyond to help his team members and to support all campus 
efforts. It is obvious that Tim loves teaching and he love kids. He is the 
teacher you would want your child to have and a colleague you would 
love to work alongside.

Jodi Matteson, principal

“Every child deserves a champion, an adult who will never give up on 
them, who understands the power of connection, and insists that they 
become the best that they can possibly be.” – Rita Pierson

Nicole Watson is a champion for her students every day. She is always full 
of joy and an instrument of inspiration! Nothing stops her from ensuring 
student success. She is a model for all teachers. She values the education 
of all students and strives to improve their success by continuing to grow 
herself as a lifelong learner. Her peers describe her as a true “Disney” 
employee who creates magic at Birkes Elementary School.

Stacie Everson, principal

TIMOTHY McCREIGHT

NICOLE WATSON

ARNOLD MIDDLE SCHOOL | EIGHTH-GRADE SCIENCE, FOOTBALL AND SOCCER

BIRKES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | DEAF EDUCATION
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Our JROTC unit’s mission statement is to “develop citizens of character 
dedicated to serving their nation and community.” Captain Scott Thomas 
works on this with his cadets each day. The cadets make tremendous 
growth because of the efforts and leadership of Capt. Thomas. He 
consistently reaches out to all students in an effort to build both his 
program and the student. He constantly provides them with the structure 
and rigor necessary to build leadership skills and instill in them a love of 
service. We are truly blessed to have Capt. Thomas here at Cy-Fair High 
School (BFND).

Ana Martin, principal

When John Skelton joined the Carlton team after his extensive teaching 
and coaching career, he quickly came to be known as Coach to our 
students and staff. As John Wooden once said, “A good Coach can change 
a GAME. A great Coach can change a LIFE.” Coach sees the potential in 
our students rather than the challenges their behaviors pose. He finds 
students’ strengths and coaches them to enhance their skills. Likewise, 
Coach Skelton mentors many of our male staff; sharing his wisdom and 
encouragement. Coach is always willing to assist in any way to support 
our campus; and he is never afraid to call it like he sees it! With Coach 
Skelton on the sidelines, Carlton’s students and staff are all winners.

Rhonda Turns, principal

SCOTT THOMAS

JOHN SKELTON

CY-FAIR HIGH SCHOOL | AIR FORCE JROTC

DOROTHY CARLTON CENTER | SPECIAL EDUCATION
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When students have the opportunity to have class with Ms. Thompson, 
they always come out with smiles on their faces. She is always positive 
with even the most disenchanted students. Her positive attitude carries 
over to her work in art class where students make projects that exceed 
their own expectations. Ms. Thompson’s optimism for students has 
carried many to great heights. It is an honor to have her working at the 
Maybelline Carpenter Center.

Chad Perry, principal

The district’s theme, CFISD For All, is truly the heart of Mrs. Labay’s 
teaching philosophy. Helena is a positive force on our campus and leads 
our PBIS II committee. She shares student incentives and models her 
best management strategies for others. She researches lessons and works 
with other professionals to help increase rigor in her classroom and 
always has an idea to share with her team. Mrs. Labay also serves as the 
math liaison for our campus. She loves what she does and her positive 
attitude is evident wherever she goes. We are proud to recognize her as 
our Spotlight Teacher.

Patricia Reilly, principal

CRYSTAL THOMPSON

HELENA LABAY

CARPENTER CENTER | MATH AND ART

FARNEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | THIRD-GRADE MATH AND SCIENCE
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Coach Vince Carter’s passion for teaching students is humbling and 
his infectious smile is welcoming. This combination sets Vince apart 
as a top-notch role model and mentor for the Tigers. This outstanding 
teacher, with whom others say is amazing to work with, gives 100 percent 
to everyone. Through innovative hands-on activities and real-world 
opportunities, his talent for personalized instruction builds strong 
relationships, creating student success in the classroom, on the athletic 
field and through extracurricular activities. When presented with a task, 
Vince achieves extraordinary results. He has a true servant’s heart and 
desires success while setting high expectations for all.

Kim Sempe, principal

VINCENT CARTER
HAMILTON MIDDLE SCHOOL | INDUSTRIAL TECH, BIOLOGY, FOOTBALL AND TRACK

Mrs. Johnson is a Positive Role Model for both students and staff. She 
leads our new teacher mentoring program and provides a plethora of 
support to teachers such as helping them set up monitoring notebooks, 
coaching them on creating a risk-free environment, and teaching them 
the importance of owning your content. Mrs. Johnson definitely owns 
her content. She weaves STAAR questioning stems throughout her 
lessons in a manner that has allowed 100 percent of her students to meet 
standards on STAAR the past two years. Her students know she has high 
expectations for them in all areas and they meet them.

Darynda Klein, principal

BRETT JOHNSON
HAIRGROVE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FIFTH-GRADE ELA
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Stephanie Johnston is a dedicated teacher and a Positive Role Model. 
Stephanie leads our school by helping other colleagues with anything 
from instruction to organization. She builds relationships with staff 
members and her students. Stephanie enjoys incorporating creative 
lessons that connect with her students’ interest. She is never satisfied 
with mediocre learning or teaching. Miss Johnston can be seen all 
over campus helping other staff members and participating in various 
committees and clubs. Miss Johnston has also not missed a day of 
teaching since 2009. She is a true Hancock Hawk and we are so lucky to 
have her.

Lissa Archuletta, principal

Melissa Barnes is a motivating force for every student and staff member 
at Hopper Middle School. Her positivity, smile and optimistic attitude 
are highly contagious. Mrs. Barnes is a role model to students, staff 
and anyone with whom she comes in contact. She teaches with heart 
and compassion, making every day a new day in her classroom. She is 
purposely driven to seek opportunities to be a powerful change agent for 
all students. She firmly believes that when tough situations arise, with 
a little enthusiasm, strength and hope, nothing is impossible for our 
students.

Wendi Witthaus, principal

STEPHANIE JOHNSTON

MELISSA BARNES

HANCOCK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE ELA

HOPPER MIDDLE SCHOOL | SEVENTH-GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS
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Caring, encouraging and motivating are the words the students and staff 
at Horne Elementary School use to describe Mr. Morris. For five years, 
Mr. Morris has served as a special education teacher, tutor and mentor 
to our students. He works diligently with our families, staff and students 
to develop strong relationships that serve as the foundation for assisting 
each student in reaching their greatest potential. He consistently models 
professionalism, perseverance and integrity. We are blessed to have Mr. 
Morris on the Horne team.

Stephanie Thomas, principal

Ms. Sack is excellent at building relationships with students and 
encouraging them to do their best at all times. She is always encouraging 
staff and is a positive and inspiring voice for teachers. She never gives up 
and is always thinking of ways to grow. Her positivity impacts all Kahla 
Knights and directly impacts their success. Her passion and love for kids 
is evident. She is creative and innovative in her lessons and continues to 
think outside of the box to praise her kids with celebrations. Ms. Carrie 
Sack is the true definition of a Positive Role Model.

Virgil Maddox, principal

PENN MORRIS

CARRIE SACK

HORNE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | SPECIAL EDUCATION RESOURCE

KAHLA MIDDLE SCHOOL | SEVENTH-GRADE SCIENCE
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Allison represents everything you would hope to find in a great 
teacher. The positive impact she has on Moore’s campus extends from 
her classroom and into the building and community. She is always 
welcoming to children and adults. Allison has created an engaging and 
inviting classroom where her students thrive. She always has a smile on 
her face and can find the good in any situation. The joy she spreads is 
seen in the random notes she leaves for staff, the kind words she has for 
students and the positive message she shares with the community about 
Moore Elementary School.

Patricia Myers, principal

A. Robison Elementary School is proud to recognize Mrs. Launikitis 
as our Spotlight Teacher. Mrs. Launikitis is the type of teacher that all 
parents wish for their child. Her sincere kindness toward others is a life 
lesson that her students and colleagues are able to witness on a daily 
basis. Mrs. Launikitis’ students leave her fifth-grade classroom ready for 
middle school because of her positive encouragement and support for 
growing as learners. Students feel at ease to take risks because of her 
calm and positive demeanor, and colleagues respect her because of her 
professionalism. Robison is fortunate to have such a Positive Role Model 
on our campus.

Kelly Gerletti, principal

ALLISON PAYNE

PAULA LAUNIKITIS

MOORE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | SECOND-GRADE MATH AND SCIENCE

A. ROBISON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FIFTH-GRADE READING/LA AND SOCIAL STUDIES



SPOTLIGHT HONOREES

46

High five! You can do it! You go girl! You rock! I’m so proud of you! 
These are just a few of the first words you will hear when you walk into 
Mrs. Bakshi’s class. Mrs. Bakshi’s level of dedication to her students is 
incredible. She is always kind and thoughtful to every student and staff 
member. One staff member wrote that Kiran is incredibly dedicated and 
she never turns a child away that needs help no matter how many she 
already has on her list. She is the kind of teacher and person we should 
strive to be more like.

Gina Guidry, principal

Melissa Miller encompasses all of the Portrait attributes and that is 
why she is so special. She always goes the extra mile for her students, 
her families and our staff. She treats everyone with respect and is 
tremendously caring. She continuously grows herself and is self-
reflective, always trying to determine what she can do differently to make 
learning fun and exciting for her kids. She not only loves to teach, but 
she loves to learn. Most importantly, a day never goes by without her 
smiling. It is evident that teaching is her passion and her calling. Melissa 
is truly a master teacher.

Elizabeth Miller, principal

KIRAN BAKSHI

MELISSA MILLER

SHERIDAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | MATH

SWENKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | READING ENRICHMENT
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Cyral Gbunblee is an amazing teacher who understands and values the 
seriousness and importance of education. He exemplifies and models 
professionalism in every area of our district’s Portrait of a CFISD Teacher. 
Mr. Gbunblee is loyal to the campus vision and mission, and knows 
success does not come overnight. He has committed himself to the call 
of positively affecting the lives of Every Student, Every Day no matter what 
challenge may arise. Mr. Gbunblee’s expertise lies in his effectiveness to 
grow students despite their academic deficiency. He understands that the 
power of knowledge rests within the heart of each learner, and, therefore 
needs to be cultivated with purpose and passion to sustain continued 
growth. Thornton Middle School proudly recognizes Mr. Cyral Gbunblee 
for his dedication and hard work.

Reginal Mitchell, principal

Charlotte Green is such a positive role model to both the students 
and staff at Truitt. Charlotte demonstrates through her actions, her 
commitment to instilling a sense of self, belonging and success to any 
student she encounters. She empowers her students to not only better 
themselves, but also those around them. Charlotte spends endless hours 
supporting all the athletic programs. Her superb organizational skills 
make every event she is in charge of run seamlessly. Charlotte’s smile and 
positive attitude is a true blessing to our campus.

Teresa Baranowski, principal

CYRAL GBUNBLEE

CHARLOTTE GREEN

THORNTON MIDDLE SCHOOL | EIGHTH-GRADE READING WORKSHOP

TRUITT MIDDLE SCHOOL | PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND ATHLETICS
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A role model is a person who inspires and encourages us to strive for 
greatness, live to our fullest potential and see the best in ourselves. 
We learn through them, through their commitment to excellence and 
their ability to inspire us to realize our own personal growth as we look 
to them for advice and guidance. Ethan serves as a role model for the 
Willbern staff through his quiet wisdom and daily deeds. Teachers often 
go to him for advice and walk away with an arsenal of ideas to try with 
challenging students. I have personally relied on Ethan to affect change 
in those around him and have never been disappointed. You never see 
Ethan angry, hear him complain about having a bad day or a hard group 
of students. What you do see is his undeniable belief in each one of his 
students. Ethan has that special ability to communicate to students that 
they are loved and safe. 

Connye Roberson, principal

Angelica Guzman is adored by her students for taking a personal interest 
in building their love of literature. She invests her time and talent to 
create resources that engage them with connections, showing how much 
she treasures them as individuals. Angelica is not one to live for applause 
– she is humble, dedicated and adored by everyone as she quietly 
contributes to the instructional leadership development across the 
campus. She also is not meant to stay quiet as her ideas and suggestions 
positively impact all students. Therefore, the Woodard Elementary 
School staff has chosen Angelica Guzman to represent them as our 
Spotlight Teacher for 2016-2017.

Susan Brenz, principal

ETHAN HARRIS

ANGELICA GUZMAN

WILLBERN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | LIFE SKILLS

WOODARD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | THIRD-GRADE READING/LA AND SOCIAL STUDIES
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Dana is the heart of Yeager Elementary School. The impact she has on 
our campus is extraordinary. She is constantly looking for ways to help 
our struggling readers and is always current on the latest research-based 
teaching methods for literacy. Dana is continually looking at ways to 
make our campus better and works diligently volunteering on various 
school projects, committees and simply seeking out where help is 
needed. She brings so much fun and joy to our campus. Her energy and 
positive attitude are truly contagious. Her “can do” attitude when met 
with a challenge sets a precedent for us all.

Laura Barrett, principal

DANA HERZOG
YEAGER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | READING

WOODARD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | THIRD-GRADE READING/LA AND SOCIAL STUDIES
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LIFELONG LEARNER
A CFISD teacher who exemplifies the spirit of continuous improvement 
through selection of and attitude toward activities which foster personal and 
professional development. 
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Sampson Elementary School is proud to shine the spotlight on a master 
teacher who truly exemplifies the spirit of continuous improvement. 
She is very knowledgeable of the curriculum and an expert in 
classroom management, yet she spends countless hours in professional 
development activities learning everything that she can. She sees every 
challenge as an opportunity and is not afraid to reflect and change her 
own practices to benefit her students. She is the first to volunteer for any 
task on her grade level or campus committee and the last individual to 
take credit. Pam Lopez is an inspiration to those she works with and the 
students she teaches.  She is nothing short of amazing. 

Heather Motzney, principal

When I think of a lifelong learner, Karen Prante surely measures 
up. Being a Lifelong Learner is her passion. She reads, researches, 
experiments with new strategies and evaluates the impact her learning 
will have on student achievement. On a daily basis, Karen identifies 
critical information that will enhance student learning through 
innovative teaching. While engaging in learning for her own growth, 
she finds opportunities to share her knowledge with teachers across our 
district. Karen is highly respected by her peers and represents what a 
Spotlight Teacher should represent. The Tipps’ staff proudly shines the 
Spotlight on this outstanding educator.

Kari Hough, principal

PAMELA LOPEZ

KAREN PRANTE

SAMPSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | KINDERGARTEN

TIPPS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE ELA
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TEAM PLAYER
A CFISD teacher who cooperates with others for the group’s benefit, striving to 
solve problems by analyzing all pertinent data, listening to and valuing others’ 
viewpoints, and actively seeking consensus.
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Dr. Jensen embodies the phrase, “See a need, fill a need!” at ALC-West. 
Dr. Jensen is an active member of the CPOC Committee, Discipline 
Committee and is co-chair of the Sunshine Committee. She has a 
servant’s heart, a growth mindset and a positive attitude every day. This 
is evidenced in her starting the student club, “Camp Possibilities,” that 
allows students to engage in campus-based service activities. Dr. Jensen 
takes the initiative to serve students, colleagues and other stakeholders 
to help add value to individuals, to our organizational culture and to the 
CFISD community as a whole. She is an invaluable team player at ALC-
West. 

Stacie Wicke, principal

Rosha Austin is a recognized leader at Bane Elementary School. Her 
colleagues recognize her for her great attitude and optimism. Rosha 
puts her heart into everything she does and shares her knowledge with 
teachers across the building. When you go into her classroom, you will 
consistently hear her providing praise and motivating messages to her 
students. She treats the children as if they are her own. They love and 
respect her and she loves and respects them. Rosha Austin is certainly 
deserving of the spotlight as a master and caring teacher and a leader in 
the family of Bane teachers.

Carrie Marz, principal

NOLA JENSEN

ROSHA AUSTIN

ALC - WEST | SIXTH-, SEVENTH-, EIGHTH-GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES AND DYSLEXIA

BANE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE MATH AND SCIENCE
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Jean Lyon, Cypress Lakes Spotlight Teacher, is the ultimate Team Player. 
Jean’s primary assignment is teaching READ 180, but she does much 
more. Jean motivates, challenges and inspires the 23 teachers and 20 
paraeducators in her department. The ultimate “go to” professional, Jean 
models lessons, demonstrates new technology, provides resources for 
staff, explains new legislation and assists wherever necessary – all with 
a smile and infinite patience. It has been said that “the art of teaching is 
the art of assisting discovery.” Jean Lyon assists students in discovering 
their abilities and talents. She assists her department members in 
discovering their passion for helping our most fragile members. Our 
team is stronger because of this valued team player.

Sarah Harty, principal

In opening a new campus, you need team players to serve in a 
multiplicity of areas. Mr. Nix is an excellent team player. He is the biology 
team leader, head boys’ cross country and soccer coach and part of the 
campus vision team. He served throughout the spring and summer 
receiving inventory, setting up lab equipment, assisting with athletics and 
much more. As team leader, he ensures that biology students experience 
engaging lessons and demonstrate mastery of the TEKS. As a coach, he 
has established excellence. He builds solid teams with students, teachers 
and parents. He is a great asset to CPHS.

Christopher Hecker, principal

JEAN LYON

KEITH NIX

CYPRESS LAKES HIGH SCHOOL | SPECIAL EDUCATION AND READ 180

CYPRESS PARK HIGH SCHOOL | NINTH-GRADE BIOLOGY, CROSS COUNTRY AND SOCCER
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Freda has always demonstrated a willingness to help Frazier Elementary 
School in whatever is needed. She gives of her time freely to the campus’ 
various traditions such as the annual carnival and Frazier Express. Her 
team is strong because of the teamwork spirit she brings to work every 
day. No matter the obstacle or challenge, you will always find her lending 
a helping hand and giving a reassuring smile to anyone she meets. The 
greatest attribute of her giving spirit is reflected in the life of every 
student she teaches. Frazier is fortunate to have a teacher like Freda.

Gloria Vasquez, principal

The Lamkin staff is proud to choose Molly Edwards as our representative 
this year. Molly has characteristics of all the Portrait attributes, but her 
positive, can-do attitude exemplifies that of a team player. When Molly 
arrives each day, well before the expected time, she is planned and ready 
to take on any challenge presented that day. When looking for a campus 
“go to” person, Molly’s name is always mentioned. She is a student 
advocate, a supportive colleague and our staff also is proud to call her a 
trusted friend. Congratulations Molly, you are a true Spotlight Teacher.

Gale Parker, principal

FREDA TAYLOR

MOLLY EDWARDS

FRAZIER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | SECOND-GRADE MATH AND SCIENCE

CYPRESS PARK HIGH SCHOOL | NINTH-GRADE BIOLOGY, CROSS COUNTRY AND SOCCER LAMKIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | THIRD-GRADE MATH AND SCIENCE
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If you arrive at Langham Creek early or leave late, there is a good chance 
you will run into Melinda Shackett getting ready for her students and 
team or finishing up the day. Melinda is hard working, organized, on 
the ball, committed and dedicated to the profession and her students. 
She spends countless hours getting ready for class, organizing, planning 
and helping her dedicated team members. Melinda works with a group 
of students who need constant attention and she is there to patiently 
provide all they need and much more.

David Hughes, principal

Ms. Danielle Morgan is a consummate educator. Her professionalism, 
enthusiasm, hard work and dedication to the Metcalf family and her 
fourth-grade team is unmatched. She is always looking for new and 
innovative ways to reach the students she teaches. She is also a team 
leader. She brings the latest and the greatest strategies, skills and 
techniques to the fourth-grade team. She is a Team Player who places the 
needs of the team, school and students before her own. Her infectious 
smile and laugh can brighten anyone’s day. She is always one who can 
be relied upon to take the reins on any project, activity or initiative 
and create a solution or idea to take Metcalf to the next level. Danielle 
Morgan is definitely one of Metcalf’s Shining Stars!

John Steward, principal

MELINDA SHACKETT

DANIELLE MORGAN

LANGHAM CREEK HIGH SCHOOL | LIFE SKILLS

METCALF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | FOURTH-GRADE WRITING
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Merritt Smith is an amazingly supportive team member. Along with 
supporting new teachers on her grade level, she serves as a leader of our 
PBIS committee and student council. Merritt loves and cares about staff 
and students. She works diligently to be purposeful and plans incentives 
and initiatives for our entire school to make a difference in the lives 
of our children and to make our school environment a fun place for 
kids to learn. Our staff highly respects Merritt and her leadership. We 
are fortunate to have Merritt serve the students of Wilson Elementary 
School.

Tamera Felder, principal

MERRITT SMITH
WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | THIRD-GRADE READING/LA AND SCIENCE
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