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Spotlight paraeducators and support staff recipients are selected each year by 
supervisors for their outstanding dedication through their notable work on campus.

Spotlight teachers are selected by campus principals for their outstanding dedication 
in providing valuable instruction to students in CFISD. Each Spotlight teacher is given 
recognition for demonstrating one of the following characteristics outlined in the 
district’s Portrait of a CFISD Teacher:

Instructional Strategist: A CFISD teacher who thoughtfully designs learning and 
assessment activities that present content appropriate for students’ age and aptitude and 
which promote students’ actively thinking about the subject.

Creator of Student-centered Environment: A CFISD teacher who provides a caring, 
supportive classroom in which students are workers and doers, comfortable in taking 
risks to further their learning.
 
Positive Role Model: A CFISD teacher who displays the values and norms defined by 
good citizenship as well as the personal qualities frequently associated with effective, 
productive lives.

Lifelong Learner: A CFISD teacher who exemplifies the spirit of continuous 
improvement through selection of and attitude toward activities which foster personal 
and professional development. 

Team Player: A CFISD teacher who cooperates with others for the group’s benefit, 
striving to solve problems by analyzing all pertinent data, listening to and valuing others’ 
viewpoints, and actively seeking consensus.

The Spotlight Award
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MMary is far superior to average. She operates 
like a magician as she manages her many 
meetings—always with a smile. Mary is often 
called upon to provide support outside of her 
job description and has consistently proven 
herself dependable. She is always there with a 
helping hand and a listening ear. My job—and 
my life—are greatly enhanced by having Mary 
here at Keith Elementary School.

—Jill Walther, speech-language pathologist 

C
Keith Elementary School
Special Education Clerical Aide

Cypress-Fairbanks High School
Special Education Support Aide

Mary DemnyCarol Luecke

Paraprofessional Honoree

Carol Luecke has been a special education 
paraprofessional at Cy-Fair High School 
for two years. During that time, she has 
established great relationships with students 
and staff through her giving nature and 
dedication to the success of her students. 
Carol goes above and beyond to help other 
staff members. This year, she is serving as 
a mentor to three new paraprofessionals. It 
is hard to imagine a paraprofessional more 
dedicated to her students or more passionate 
about her chosen field.

— Wendy Nelson, paraprofessional 
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Instructional Strategist

M

C

Murphy takes his job very seriously. He makes sure that the school stays 
clean and looking beautiful. Murphy is always willing to go the extra mile 
for the Goodson Middle School staff. He is proactive in working with his 
custodial staff to make sure everyone has what they need. Because of 
his many years of experience, Murphy is able to anticipate times of the 
year and areas of the building that demand extra care. Thanks to Murphy, 
the campus runs smoothly, from first thing in the morning until the last 
person leaves at night.  

—Sheri McCaig, principal 

Cande is one of the hardest workers on our campus. She arrives early in 
the morning  and is usually the first one greet you and ask how you are. 
Cande is a positive influence on the students. She is always smiling and 
willing to do whatever it takes for their success.  Cande handles her many 
job responsibilities with pride and is effective in every way. Her kind 
and generous heart is often shown when she makes soup for the whole 
staff to share. She is a true role model for all of us and is a “spotlight” 
at Lamkin Elementary School. We are lucky to have her and appreciate 
everything she does for us, our students and the district.

—Kim Wallace, campus secretary 

Lamkin Elementary School
Custodian

Goodson Middle School
Head Custodian

Murphy Roberts

Candelaria Aranzeta

Support Staff Honoree
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KKaitlin Arno’s instinctive ability to make 
learning relevant and meaningful is what sets 
her apart from the rest. Routinely, Mrs. Arno 
greets her students with a smile and then 
swiftly launches into the day’s journey back in 
time. Without a moment to spare, she never 
stops moving as she bounds about ensuring 
that every student captures the essence of that 
period in history.  With her uncanny antics and 
unforgettable teaching style, she keeps students 
intrigued and wanting to know more while 
empowering them to delve deeper into their 
own learning. Students describe Mrs. Arno as 
highly energetic, passionate and entertaining—
all of which are essential components to a 
prosperous learning environment.

—Laurie Snyder, principal

N
Alternative Learning Center, East 
Economics, World History and Psychology

Adaptive Behavior Center
Science and READ 180

Kaitlin ArnoNiah Sudduth

Instructional Strategist

Niah Sudduth is a dedicated professional 
who works hard to meet the needs of her 
students. She plans thoughtful lessons that 
interest and engage learners with a variety 
of needs. Mrs. Sudduth is both consistent and 
compassionate. Her calm demeanor helps to 
create a comfortable learning environment 
where students are willing to take risks 
and try new things. She is in tune with her 
students and willingly makes adjustments 
to meet their unique learning styles. She 
frequently collaborates with other teachers 
to offer support in writing engaging lessons 
as well.  Mrs. Sudduth definitely deserves the 
title of Spotlight Teacher.

—Angela King, principal
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Instructional Strategist

Z

F

Zalisha Wilson is an outstanding educator who focuses on student 
engagement and achievement. Zalisha’s passion for teaching and her 
desire for student success is evident in every differentiated math lesson 
she creates. Zalisha comes early, leaves late, tutors every week and 
teaches up until the very last minute. A master at data analysis and 
diagnostic of student needs, her thoughtful instruction is designed to meet 
the needs of Andre’s diverse student population. While she is recognized 
by her peers and parents for her curriculum knowledge, behavioral and 
academic expectations and positive learning environment, her energy as a 
teacher is contagious.

—Marilyn Fredell, retired principal

Fabiola is the epitome of an Instructional Strategist and Bane is fortunate 
to have such an engaging and effective teacher. She has a quiet passion 
for teaching, resulting in her being purposeful in her daily instruction to 
meet the needs of her students. She utilizes Quantum Learning strategies, 
technology, anchor charts and cooperative grouping to stimulate student 
learning all while creating an interactive, structured, safe, creative and 
engaging learning environment. She develops and maintains positive 
and productive relationships with her students and their parents. She 
provides students opportunities to grow and show their learning. We 
congratulate and celebrate Fabiola Herrera as our Spotlight Teacher. 

—Virginia Marez, principal

Bane Elementary School
Bilingual Math and Science 

Andre’ Elementary School
Math

Zalisha Wilson

Fabiola Herrera
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Lisa TwachtmanAyanna Tatum

WWhen I think of a spotlight teacher, Lisa 
Twachtman immediately comes to mind. 
Whether she is coaching other educators in 
her department, assisting in creating quality 
Career and Technical Education programs, or 
teaching her own students the skills necessary 
to work with young children, she always finds 
a way to help inspire and coach in a positive 
manner. Lisa is a master at finding a person’s 
strengths and then using those strengths 
to improve performance. She is caring and 
patient while demonstrating unrelenting 
perseverance. It is these qualities, along with 
her knowledge and skills of teaching and 
learning, that encourage students, teachers and 
others to follow her lead and grow to their full 
potential. Cy-Fair High School is proud of Lisa 
and all her accomplishments.

—Michael Smith, principal

G
Cypress-Fairbanks High School
Early Childhood Program

Campbell Middle School
Math

“Good job!” is heard daily in Ayanna Tatum’s 
sixth-grade math class. Ms. Tatum creates a 
welcoming student-centered environment 
with high academic standards and strong 
relationships. Her winning smile, great attitude 
and math anchor charts all play a part in 
keeping students on task to learn. Ms. Tatum 
is an instructional strategist who engages 
her students with differentiated instruction 
strategies from Quantum Learning and she uses 
the tenets of PBIS to maintain high standards 
for behavior. Teachers visit her model classroom 
for inspiration and ideas. Ms. Tatum began her 
education career as a paraprofessional, taught 
on the elementary level and has excelled as a 
middle school math teacher. She is a life-long 
learner who shares her passion for knowledge 
with both students and teachers. Ayanna Tatum 
is a true SCHOLAR!

—Dr. Cheryl Henry, principal
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Instructional Strategist

O
Steven Dibble

Jennifer Moreno

I

On the basketball court and in the classroom, Steven Dibble is a winner. 
Learning math is fun for his Algebra 1 students as he finds a correlation 
between math, sports and everyday life for his students to relate to the 
content area. The multitude of instructional practices in his toolbox are 
effective in ensuring student engagement in all his classes. 

As a basketball coach, he inspires his students to be winners while 
practicing sportsmanship and excellence. He is a role model for his 
students and an asset to his team in the math department and in athletics.

—Stephanie Meshell, principal

If you want to capture what focus on student achievement should look 
like in a school, you need to look no further than Jennifer Moreno’s 
classroom. She approaches each lesson with energy, dedication and 
a belief in her students that pushes them to believe in themselves. 
Assertively, she strives to meet the needs of every individual learner. She 
implements the Read 180 program with the precision to maximize every 
minute and the passion to inspire students to achieve their best. Whether 
it is tutoring daily, planning tenaciously or visiting the homes of her most 
struggling students, she is an instructional strategist by trade and heart.

—Kenneth Henry, principal  

Duryea Elementary School
Read 180

Cypress Ridge High School
Algebra I
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Gregory A. LangKyndra Milbrath

AAnalyzing data, carefully checking every 
spelling, writing and reading assignment, 
and conferring individually with students are 
some of the many things Greg Lang does to 
help him meet the needs of his students. Greg 
is a master at knowing the TEKS and teaching 
them to his students in a variety of engaging 
ways. He is constantly teaching, even during 
restroom breaks, because he knows every 
second counts. He gives many additional 
hours each week with tutoring and planning. 
He has high expectations for his students. 
His students know this and they meet those 
expectations.

—Darynda Klein, principal

K
Hairgrove Elementary School
Bilingual ELA

Farney Elementary School
Kindergarten

Kyndra Milbrath is a stellar example of what 
it means to be an instructional strategist. She 
boosts student learning by planning activities 
that are engaging to all of her students. Mrs. 
Milbrath is genuinely interested in finding 
out what makes her students EAGER to learn 
and, therefore, has created a stimulating and 
nurturing classroom environment. Even though 
Kindergarten does not use numeric grades, she 
serves as our campus liaison and helps others 
use the system effectively. Kyndra views her 
position as an opportunity to make a difference 
and gives 110% every day.

—Patricia Reilly, principal
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Kristen Kirk

Stacey Pelton

Instructional Strategist

S

S

Setting high expectations and wanting the best for every student is an 
understatement when describing Kristen Kirk. By paying particular 
attention to the individual needs of her students, Ms. Kirk delivers 
thoughtfully designed, high quality instruction in her classroom daily. 
She is able to extract from her students their best effort academically 
and socially, while instilling a love for education, and an appreciation for 
individual differences. Ms. Kirk’s lessons reach beyond the third-grade 
curriculum, touching the future of her students, preparing them for 
college and career readiness. Lee Elementary School is honored to have 
such a dynamic educator on staff.

—Dr. Tonya Goree, principal

Stacey is a trailblazer on our campus using whole-brain teaching 
techniques with tremendous success. Setting high expectations, teaching 
with passion and using innovative methods have been the hallmark 
of her success this year. Teachers seek her out for ideas, and although 
tremendously humble, she is more than willing to share. As a leader on 
our PBIS team, Stacey works to tailor an incentive program that not only 
rewards students but also challenges them to be their best. She speaks 
boldly and is a champion for her students and fellow teachers. Stacey 
exemplifies our motto: as teachers get better, kids get better. It is time to 
spotlight Stacey’s efforts to be her very best. 

—Jodi Matteson, principal

Millsap Elementary School
Math and Science

Lee Elementary School
RLA



Spotlight Honorees, Volume XXX

10

Nayeli RosarioTracy Jacobsen
Post Elementary School
Math

Pope Elementary School
Language Arts

PPassion, commitment and visionary define 
Tracy Jacobsen. Every day she creates an 
exciting, welcoming, learning environment 
for her fourth-grade language arts students. 
Her smile and positive energy makes her 
classroom the place you want to be. Her joy 
of teaching and her dedication to constantly 
improve curriculum and instruction has been 
the key ingredient in turning her students 
into avid readers and phenomenal writers. 
She recognizes and appreciates the value 
of each individual student, which motivates 
them to become self-directed learners.

—Rebecca Koop, principal

NNayeli Rosario is an amazing teacher. When you 
first meet her, you may think she is very shy and 
quiet. However, you must visit her in the classroom 
to really see Nayeli’s talent in action. You can 
go into her room at any time of the day and you 
will find her students working independently 
and in small groups. They will always be doing 
a variety of activities that are related to the skill 
being taught. There is a true sense of community 
in her classroom and you see it as the students 
work cooperatively together. But where the magic 
really happens is in the small group instruction 
that Nayeli provides daily. She incorporates 
manipulatives and visual aids to help the students 
understand difficult math concepts. She provides 
an abundance of questioning to get the students to 
think and support their answers. Nayeli is a master 
teacher and exemplifies the instructional strategist.

—Mary Kilday, principal
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Elizabeth Basinger

Rachel Jontz

Instructional Strategist

B

I

Beth Basinger is a dedicated teacher who exudes creativity and 
exemplifies the meaning of Instructional Strategist. She continuously 
seeks out new learning opportunities and best practices to ensure that 
she is meeting her students’ diverse needs. She works collaboratively 
within her team, across grade levels on our campus, and throughout the 
district as a model teacher.  Beth is always willing to stop what she is 
doing to help with expert advice. She manages to do all this quietly, never 
seeking the spotlight but letting others shine around her. It is such an 
honor to name Beth Basinger as Swenke’s Spotlight Teacher. 

—Elizabeth Miller, principal

Imagine going into a class where every student is engaged in high-level 
activities each minute of each day. At Adam, you don’t have to imagine, 
you just have to walk into the student centered fourth grade classroom 
of Rachel Jontz. Her class is consistently involved in differentiated small 
groups. Activities are motivating and students are eager to tell you about 
what they are learning. Rachel’s teammates describe her never-give-up 
attitude as contagious. Her students say they love Ms. Jontz because she 
makes everything fun and inspires them to do their best, and because she 
believes that they can learn anything ... they do!

—Elizabeth May, principal  

Adam Elementary School
Structured English Immersion and 
Self-contained

Swenke Elementary School
Language Arts

Creator of Student-centered Environment
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Mandy BlackAmanda Garrett

MMandy Black is leading the way at Aragon 
Middle School.  She is the teacher we all want 
our own kids to have because she makes 
learning fun and exciting for students. Ms. 
Black creates a classroom environment where 
kids are willing to take risks and look forward 
to learning something new each day. Mandy 
constantly looks for ways to connect the 
content with the lives of her students to make 
it meaningful and relevant for them. Our 
Wildcats are blessed to have her on our staff 
and we are proud to have her as our 2015 
Spotlight Teacher. 

—Maria Mamaux, principal  

A
Aragon Middle School
Language Arts and Reading

Anthony Middle School
English Language Arts

Amanda Garrett has risen to the pinnacle 
of our teaching team through her selfless 
commitment to all Anthony Ravens. While 
Amanda seeks growth opportunities, 
she maintains laser focus on improving 
instruction so that all students understand.  

One of her peers states, “Amanda always 
goes above and beyond her obligated duties. 
She is a positive role model to students and 
teachers alike. I have never seen her without 
a smile on her face. She is encouraging, 
uplifting, and consistently positive. Amanda 
has taken on many extra responsibilities at 
Anthony this year with hopes of making our 
school a better place for our students.” 

We are proud of our inaugural spotlight 
teacher, Amanda Garrett.

—Sherma Duck, principal
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Carrie McKnight

Kristen Squires

Creator of Student-centered Environment

A

K

Arnold has a term, BUCcess, which is an Arnold Buccaneer who 
exemplifies success. Ms. McKnight is a true example of BUCcess. She is the 
teacher you would want every child to have. She sets high expectations 
and helps each student rise to their fullest potential. She uses brain-based 
teaching strategies to help the middle school students’ brains comprehend 
and retain information. She has classroom routines in place that set the 
tone of learning from the beginning bell to the ending bell. It is with 
utmost pride that Arnold is represented by Carrie McKnight. #BUCcess!

—Vicki Snokhous, principal 

Kristen Squires is the kind of teacher that students remember as 
going above and beyond. Students both past and present describe her 
as fun, kind, funny, fair and creative. In her classroom, students are 
given opportunities to utilize technology, create games, participate in 
community service projects, utilize Skype to connect with authors, and are 
given many other opportunities that allow them to apply their learning 
to the real world. She communicates with parents and the community 
through emails, conferences, phone calls, Remind 101, Twitter and Three 
Ring to show off all the great things that are happening in her classroom.  
Kristen is quick to recognize and celebrate student success both 
academically and behaviorally. She is truly deserving of the spotlight. 

— Jeffrey LaCoke, principal

Ault Elementary School
All Subjects

Arnold Middle School
English Language Arts
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CCreative! Motivational! Inspirational! 
Innovative! All of these words describe 
Matthew Bell’s music classroom and students 
cannot wait to get there. Mr. Bell creates 
a student-centered environment with a 
variety of experiences in a single class 
period. Students are challenged to not only 
be creative, but learn to read music, sing and 
play musical instruments. Students have the 
opportunity to participate in choir, the school 
musical, music memory and the district 
choral festival. Mr. Bell has made a positive 
impact on the lives of our students and 
community. His high standards of excellence 
and love of music and students make him 
deserving of the Black Elementary 2014-2015 
Spotlight Teacher. 

—Melissa LeDoux, principal

A
Matthew BellTiffany Razo  

Black Elementary School
Music

Birkes Elementary School
Kindergarten

All who are lucky enough to visit Mrs. Razo’s 
classroom know that she has established 
a student-centered environment with high 
expectations for all learners. She is calm 
and professional in all situations and instills 
in her students a passion for learning. Mrs. 
Razo’s classroom serves as a safe haven for 
students with special needs and hearing 
impairments as they work alongside their 
peers taking risks and learning together. Her 
patience is legendary. As a district model 
teacher, Tiffany welcomes visitors. She is 
a master teacher and a master at building 
relationships with her students and families. 
Birkes staff is excited to honor Tiffany Razo.

—Dr. Carla Brosnahan, principal
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Kimberly Hemmelgarn

Dennis Flanigan

Creator of Student-centered Environment

KKimberly Hemmelgarn is the perfect example of what being a R.E.A.L. 
Brahma is all about. Kim values each of her students’ individual needs and 
builds relationships with even the hardest to reach students. In her class, 
she sets the academic bar high for all students and expects all of them to 
meet her expectations. Any student in Kim’s class would agree that she 
connects to their interest and applies all content to real world activities so 
that all students are engaged. The environment in Mrs. Hemmelgarn’s class 
creates a feeling of safety for all students where they are able to take risks 
and achieve new goals daily. On our campus, Kim is a leader, team player, 
an amazing teacher and a great part of the Brahma family.

—Stacia Carew, principal

TThe great philosopher Socrates once said, “Education is the kindling 
of a flame, not the filling of a vessel.”  This quote personifies Carlton’s 
spotlight teacher, Dennis Flanigan. Mr. Flanigan uses passion as fuel to 
create an instructionally rich vocational setting tailored to meet the 
needs of students with disabilities. He is an experienced and respected 
educator who leads each student on a journey of discovery through 
making unique and creative hand-made products. Mr. Flanigan has a 
thorough understanding of the individual needs of each student, and 
skillfully utilizes positivity, support and sharp wit to ignite a flame within 
them.

—Rhonda Turns, principal

Dorothy Carlton Center
Secondary LS Vocational Program

Bleyl Middle School
Special Education and Read 180
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Karen SlikerPaula Parker

BBenjamin Franklin said, “Tell me and I forget. 
Teach me and I remember. Involve me and 
I learn.” Involving and investing students 
in their learning is what Karen Sliker does 
on a daily basis. From novels to technology, 
from reading to creating, Mrs. Sliker pulls 
students into authentic engagement and 
deeper thinking. She thinks outside the box 
and challenges herself to try new things to 
establish an environment that will bring 
about learning and success. Her passion 
for teaching is evident and overflows to her 
students.

—Michelle Rice, principal

I
Copeland Elementary School
Reading and Language Arts

Cook Middle School
Reading and Language Arts

If you could pick the teacher for your child, 
Paula Parker would be the teacher you would 
select every time. Her colleagues agreed 
when they wrote, “She is humble, patient, 
reflective and always willing to help. She is 
willing to take risks and try new things so her 
students can continue to grow and learn. She 
is excited for her students when they achieve 
success and she celebrates with them. She 
loves every single student as if they were 
her own. She cares about her students, goes 
above and beyond to ensure their success 
and constantly reflects on her practices to 
make sure she is meeting the needs of her 
students.” Paula Parker is the Portrait of a Cy-
Fair ISD Teacher.

—Margaret Wiley, principal
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Betsy Arnold

Jeanette Rodriguez

Creator of Student-centered Environment

ABetsy Arnold’s passion for students is contagious. Her students feel safe 
expressing their ideas and taking positive academic risks while mastering 
the complexities of the Spanish language. Her classes are rarely missed, 
as Mrs. Arnold has a unique way of making Spanish not seem so foreign. 
Students forget they are in a classroom because of Mrs. Arnold’s ability to 
captivate them. She truly captures the essence of the Spanish culture. We 
think she is multilingual – able to speak not only English and Spanish, but 
the language of life for all of our students. She is a difference maker!

—Rebecca Denton, principal

WWhen you enter the classroom of Jeanette Rodriguez, you will see an 
actively engaged, high-achieving, student-centered classroom. It is 
evident to all that Ms. Rodriguez has high expectations for all learners. 
She always exhibits a perfect example of a Foreign Language classroom 
full of activities and total student engagement. If you listen carefully, you 
will notice the Spanish language spoken entirely throughout your stay. 
Jeanette is the consummate professional who embodies everything we 
want from a teacher at Cypress Ranch High School; however, her genuine 
smile and spirit for teaching children are the two qualities that make 
Jeanette Rodriguez the best choice for Spotlight Teacher for Cypress 
Ranch High School. ¡Felicidades, Jeanette!

—Robert Hull, principal

Cypress Ranch High School
Spanish II and Spanish IV, Native Speakers 

Cypress Falls High School
Spanish AP III-VI
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MMr. Parisher has a classroom filled with 
Grand Champion four-legged and two-legged 
students. He feeds them, talks to them about 
life long lessons, and if necessary, comes to 
their rescue in the middle of the night. I am 
proud to introduce to you, Roddy Parisher, 
Cypress Woods’ Ag teacher. During his tenure, 
he has guided many Wildcats to Grand 
Champion status at the CFISD Livestock 
show. To earn a distinguished level of respect 
amongst your peers, your students and four-
legged animals is a lifetime accomplishment. 
Congratulations, Roddy, on “steering” your 
students in the right direction.

—Gary Kinninger, principal

W
Rodney ParisherFrank Gill

Cypress Woods High School
CATE-Agriculture

Cypress Springs High School
Science and Physics

When Webster defines “loyal,” “committed” and 
“dedicated” in his dictionaries, he is referring to 
Mr. Frank Gill. Mr. Gill has dedicated almost 20 
years of his life to the students of CFISD. He thrives 
from student success and monitors their progress 
daily to determine whether or not students are 
mastering the content. He makes Physics fun with 
demonstrations such as laying on a bed of nails and 
walking barefoot over a bed of glass. Mr. Gill always 
has a smile on his face and greets everyone in the 
building every time he sees them. He often shares 
his expert level of pedagogy with new teachers in 
his department and seeks to help them master the 
art of teaching. The expectations for his students 
are high, but he provides all of the supports 
necessary for them to be successful. To sum it up, 
Mr. Gill is a hero in his own right.

—Travis Fanning, principal
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Creator of Student-centered Environment

SSvetlana (Lana) Antsulevich is a pinnacle example of a teacher who 
excels and models excellence. Lana helped to open Emery in 2010. 
Being new to Cy-Fair, she took great care to familiarize herself with our 
students and the music curriculum.  Her love for music is infectious and 
inspirational. She loves to witness students gain appreciation for the arts 
and strengthen their musical skills. Lana models the kind of acceptance 
for students we admire. She not only accepts projects that are presented 
to her, she often improves them. We, here at Emery, take great pride in 
claiming her as our own. 

—Michelle Merricks, principal

IIt is with great excitement that we honor Ms. Cheryl Price as our Spotlight 
Teacher. Cheryl is an amazing teacher that dedicates her wealth of 
knowledge to helping students achieve their greatest potential. She is 
always building on the skills that her students need to be successful, not 
only in fifth grade, but in their future careers. Every time you walk into 
Cheryl’s class, you will see students learning, engaged and having fun 
with their class community. She incorporates every technology avenue 
available and is a risk-taker for new and innovative learning.  

—Jessica Hernandez, principal

Lana Antsulevich

Cheryl  Price
Emmott Elementary School
Math and Science

Emery Elementary School
Music
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M I
Ashley McLachlan Latrice Martin
Fiest Elementary School
All subjects

Francone Elementary School
Math and Science

Ms. McLachlan is the type of teacher every parent wishes 
for their child to begin their journey through school. The 
following words say it all:

“My son is so lucky to have Ms. McLachlan as a teacher this 
year. I just wanted you to know how great she really is. 
We could tell when we first met her that she truly enjoyed 
her profession. From the beginning of the school year, we 
knew it would be a great year. She teaches him to take 
responsibility for his actions. She praises him for being a 
smart student and tells him that she knows he can make 
good decisions. She believes in him and all that he can do. 
She challenges him to go above and beyond and inspires 
him to learn about different things. Most importantly, she 
encourages him—whether it’s with a sweet note or a text 
message letting me know he had a great day.”

Every student in her class is made to feel as though they 
can do and be anything. She is truly a SUPERHERO  
at Fiest Elementary School.

—Dr. Jeanette Gerault, principal

It is my pleasure and honor to have 
Latrice Martin represent Francone 
Elementary School as our Spotlight 
Teacher for 2015. Her classroom is 
warm and inviting to all that enter. 
She embraces her profession through 
her commitment to her fellow 
coworkers, parents and students. 
Her gentle spirit and quiet demeanor 
speak loudly in her classroom. She has 
created a positive environment that 
is truly conducive to learning. Each 
child receives her constant support, 
guidance and encouragement. She 
teaches from the heart and inspires 
each child to reach their full potential. 
Latrice is passionate for learning and 
dedicates each day to her students.

—Christine Melancon, principal 



21

M

Creator of Student-centered Environment

IIt is a pleasure to recognize Sabrina Schenk as our 2014-2015 Spotlight 
Teacher. She is a reflection of what it means to be a student-centered 
teacher seeking every opportunity possible to engage students in the 
learning process. If there is a way to allow students to take ownership in 
their learning, Sabrina will find it. She spends many hours collaborating 
with teammates and planning ways to reach every learner including those 
in other teachers’ classrooms. Her mission is to ensure every Gleason 
student is successful. We are extremely honored to recognize Sabrina 
Schenk.

—Melody Goffney, principal

Melissa Mendieta has utilized many different engagement strategies to get 
her students excited about math this year. She takes time at the beginning 
of the school year to establish good relationships with the students in her 
classes. Melissa not only stays after school to tutor her own students, but 
she stays even later to tutor kids who stay after school for Club Rewind. 
She has created a supportive, caring and risk-free learning environment 
for all her students. She is always looking for creative ways to help her 
students make personal connections to the math she is teaching them. She 
is truly a student-centered teacher.

—Sheri McCaig, principal

Sabrina Schenk

Melissa Mendieta

Gleason Elementary School
Reading and Language Arts

Goodson Middle School
Math
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K E
Kellie Williams Terry Medina

Hamilton Elementary School
Language Arts

Hamilton Middle School
Spanish II

Kellie serves her students with a happy 
heart. When you walk into ,Kellie’s 
classroom, you notice all the instructional 
components that are part of a great 
teacher’s classroom—students are 
engaged and learning is happening. But 
you also notice that there is something 
more. Listening to the conversations she 
has with her students, you notice the 
personal connection that she has made 
with each one of them. Kellie’s students 
get it. They say things like, “We have stuff 
in common,” “She understands what I’m 
talking about,” “I know her well” and “She 
inspires us to learn.”

—Joni Conn, principal

Each day, Terry Medina provides her very best to 
her students and her team, making a huge impact 
on Hamilton being a special place to learn. She is 
always committed to her students and ensures 
that they consistently have high-quality lessons 
and innovative activities. Ms. Medina has a special 
talent for personalized instruction in the Spanish 
classroom and building strong relationships with 
her students as she motivates them to rise to her 
high expectations for success. Not only does she 
exemplify quality as she integrates real-world, 
relevant connections of culture to her content, 
she makes learning exciting and engaging through 
daily integration of Quantum Learning. We are 
so blessed to have Terry Medina as an integral 
member of the Hamilton family.

—Kim Sempe, principal
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Roxanne Covarrubias

Janise Moses

Creator of Student-centered Environment
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Ms. Janise Moses is an extremely dedicated teacher who is very passionate 
about putting students first. Her no-nonsense approach to teaching and 
learning ensures success for all of her students. She goes above and 
beyond the call of duty, always working diligently to find ways to reach 
every single child in her charge. If this means home visits, Janise gladly 
does it. If it means working directly with parents, Janise does it. She 
has a vested interest in her kids. Students love Ms. Moses because she 
makes learning relevant and fun for them. They too, share her passion for 
learning.

—Nancy Rogers, principal

Three years ago, Holbrook Elementary School was blessed with a rare 
find, Ms. Roxanne Covarrubias. In those three years she has taken on the 
role of special education liaison and mentor for new teachers on her team. 
Roxanne does whatever it takes to help her students achieve success, from 
late evening parent meetings to afterschool tutoring, and she does this 
with a smile. Roxanne has a true passion for teaching, and she genuinely 
cares about each of her students.

—Yvette Garcia, principal

Hancock Elementary School
Math and Science

Holbrook Elementary School
Special Education and K-5 Resource
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Diane Rush Jackie Schif

D T
Holmsley Elementary School
Music

Horne Elementary School
Reading and Language Arts

Diane Rush is a phenomenal music teacher. She 
strives to inspire students’ to love music. Regardless 
of the grade level that you observe, you will see 
her teach our kids with passion. She recognizes an 
individual’s talent in many ways. She makes all of 
our students feel like musicians as she develops 
their singing, movement and instrument playing. 
All the students at Holmsley perform in a program 
especially created by Diane. Our parents support 
our music teacher when our choir performs outside 
of school. The Holmsley family is so proud to 
recognize Diane Rush as our Spotlight teacher.

—Ana Diaz, principal

The moment you enter Ms. Schif’s classroom, 
it is clearly evident that the academic 
and behavioral success of our students is 
most important. Ms. Schif seeks out best 
instructional practices in order to meet the 
needs of each individual student in her class. 
She develops a love for learning and helps 
each student to reach their greatest potential. 
Her dedication extends well beyond her 
own classroom as she provides professional 
development for the Horne staff and routinely 
opens her classroom to multiple grade levels 
for observation. Our students, staff and families 
are blessed and grateful to have Ms. Schif as a 
member of the Horne family.

—Stephanie Thomas, principal
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Doug Pearson 

Samuel  Harmon IV

Creator of Student-centered Environment
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“Give a man a fish and he eats; teach a man to fish and he eats for a 
lifetime.” This quote is a description of Doug Pearson’s work at Jersey 
Village High School. Under Doug’s caring leadership, young men and 
women are provided the education and skills to figuratively, and literally, 
build their futures. Real world challenges and applications enable 
students to be workers, doers and problem solvers. The certifications 
earned under his supervision provide the foundation for a career. JVHS 
recognizes Doug Pearson for providing the support and environment in 
which students thrive.

—Ralph Funk, principal

Mr. Harmon is masterful at putting students and instruction in 
the classroom first. He has an astounding ability to build personal 
relationships by taking a personal interest in his students and to connect 
lessons to real-life experiences for his students. He is active in his own 
subject but also helps and participates in activities in all subject areas. 
Sam Harmon supports, leads and encourages his teams to meet the needs 
of all students. Sam welcomes each student in a special way. His spotlight 
shines brightly at Kahla Middle School every day for every Kahla Knight.

—Ana Martin, principal

Jersey Village High School
Industrial Technology

Kahla Middle School
World Cultures
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Myrna Sloan Kristen Jackson

M C
Kirk Elementary School
Math and Science

Labay Middle School
Head Choir Director

Myrna Sloan is an extraordinary teacher who 
embodies the saying, “Teachers who love 
teaching, teach children to love learning.” 

When you visit her classroom, it is evident that 
Myrna loves what she’s doing. Her passion is 
contagious. She instills a hunger in her students 
to learn more on their own and ignites their 
thirst for knowledge.  

She has in-depth knowledge of the curriculum 
which she uses to ensure that her classroom is 
a learning environment in which all students 
thrive. It is with great pride that our Mighty 
Tigers recognize Myrna Sloan as Kirk’s 
Spotlight Teacher of the Year.

—Onica Mayers, principal

Creating an environment that fosters a strong 
sense of belonging is a challenge for any 
middle school teacher. Kristen Jackson does 
just that. Her classroom is warm, engaging 
and focused on nurturing the potential of each 
student. Kristen’s desire to make learning 
relevant is always evident. She takes the 
time to write grants so students can have 
real life music experiences such as viewing 
a performance of “The Magic Flute” at the 
Houston Grand Opera. Kristen’s positive 
collaboration with her team serves as a model 
for students, making choir a place kids truly 
want to be.

—Dr. Patricia Mooney, principal
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Anthony Rangel

Chelsea Black

Creator of Student-centered Environment
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Anthony Rangel is the chemistry team leader, an athletic coach and 
student- and teacher-mentor at Langham Creek. He is an extraordinary 
educator who creates an atmosphere of mutual respect in his classroom. 

On the first day of school each year, Tony establishes routines and 
procedures for his classroom and begins the process of building 
relationships with his students. Every day he greets his students at the 
door and has a brief, but welcoming conversation with them.

In athletics, Coach Rangel gets to know his athletes on a personal level and 
does all he can to help them be successful in every aspect of their lives.

—David Hughes, principal

Our youngest learners discover an environment that is a perfect match for 
them when they enter Chelsea Black’s classroom. Every moment of the 
day including snack time and recess become an opportunity for kids to 
learn both academically and socially. She knows her kids and consistently 
finds strategies that help them succeed. Their language and skills blossom 
under her nurturing care. You are never surprised to find that Chelsea 
attended a weekend function for one of her kids. Her guidance, however, 
does not stop there. She organized TEAM ESTEEM for our fourth-grade 
girls, an organization that gives them a place to bloom in their confidence 
as young ladies. 

—Brenda Trial, principal

Langham Creek High School
Chemistry

Lowery Elementary School
PPCD
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Jessica Lander Sharon Kuykendall

W S
McFee Elementary School
Kindergarten

Owens Elementary School
Kindergarten, Self-contained

William Glasser, one of the great educational 
gurus, said, “When you study great teachers ... you 
will learn much more from their caring and hard 
work than from their style.” That is certainly the 
case with Jessica Lander. Jessica works tirelessly 
to create a challenging, nurturing environment 
for her kindergarten students. When you visit her 
classroom, you will observe a welcoming, learning 
environment where every child’s ideas, skills and 
contributions are valued. The classroom’s sense of 
community encourages each child, even her PPCD-
included students, to take risks and to reach the 
high expectations she sets for them. Jessica makes 
teaching look easy. But, the truth is, it looks easy 
because of the work, commitment and passion she 
puts into it. There is no doubt that, even when they 
are in college, her students will remember her as 
that great teacher they had in kindergarten.

—Donna Harden, principal

Sharon Kuykendall’s classroom is an 
energetic, inviting environment where 
she nurtures the whole child. You can 
consistently see her working in small groups 
to meet the academic needs of each student. 
You can hear her encourage students to ask 
a new classmate to join in a game at recess. 
In Sharon’s classroom, kindergarteners 
begin career readiness through the use of 
integrated technology. A phone call home 
is never too much trouble when she has 
exciting news to share about a student’s 
recent achievement. Sharon is a beautiful 
example of what it means to make a lasting 
impact on the lives of students. She is a 
positive leader at our campus, and we are 
pleased to honor her as Owens’ Spotlight 
Teacher.

—Laura Barrett, principal
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Terri Harrel

Kelly Sosa

Creator of Student-centered Environment
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Terri Harrel is described by her Life Skill’s team as the most dedicated 
and passionate person they have ever known. From the administrative 
stand point, I admire how Terri challenges her students to reach their 
full potential. Terri is definitely an advocate for her students. She sees the 
possibilities instead of limitations. If Terri feels her students are slighted 
in any way, she will go to battle no matter who she has to face. I am proud 
to say Terri’s Life Skills classroom is one of the best places to visit. The 
room is full of positive energy, love and learning.

—Kandy Bond, principal

Kelly Sosa is a master teacher who provides a fun and an engaging 
learning experience for each of her students. Her love and commitment 
shines through in every interaction she has with them as she helps them 
reach their fullest potential. Her classroom is a community of learners 
built on high expectations, strong relationships, motivation and trust. She 
makes learning math and science fun by incorporating hands on activities 
and rich learning experiences to help ELL students make connections and 
strengthen their vocabulary. With Lion pride, the M. Robinson staff shines 
the spotlight on Kelly Sosa.

—Irene Ruiz, principal

Reed Elementary School
Life Skills Teacher

M. Robinson Elementary School
Math and Science
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Kim Minchich Angela White

S Y
Sampson Elementary School
Math

Sheridan Elementary School
Math and Science

Sampson Elementary School is proud to shine 
the spotlight this year on Kim Minchich.  In 
Mrs. Minchich’s classroom, the students are 
always engaged in learning. Not a second 
is wasted as this master teacher moves the 
children from whole group to small group 
to independent practice. In the words of her 
teammate, “Mrs. Minchich’s #1 priority is her 
students’ success and growth. She does not try 
to put on a show for others. The amazing things 
that are happening in her classroom are for the 
benefit of her students ... ONLY. She is amazing.”

—Heather Motzny, principal

“You already know the answers and I didn’t 
have to do a thing” is something you might 
hear in Angela White’s class. Walking by 
her class without stopping and taking in 
the learning is never an option. She teaches 
with such passion and high interest that you 
are compelled to stop and learn. Students 
are 100 percent engaged and excited about 
whatever Mrs. White is teaching. They are 
taught to find solutions to problems on their 
own and she leads them to discover the 
answers while never realizing the genius 
behind her methods. Sheridan students 
are so blessed to have a teacher like Angela 
White.

—Regina Guidry, principal



31

Jeannine Adams

Creator of Student-centered Environment
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If you were a superhero, what super power would you possess?  
Would you fly? Have super strength? Use laser vision? Or run with 
super speed? Like superheroes, super teachers possess various super 
powers, and this year’s Spotlight Teacher uses her super powers to 
create a student-centered environment every day.  She is a:

• SUPER MOTIVATOR, positive and persistent;  

• SUPER PERFORMER, fun and exciting;

• SUPER CONNECTOR, focused on relationships; and a 

• SUPER TRANSFORMER, nurturing talent as students 
develop into true musicians. 

Congratulations to Spillane’s very own superhero and our 

“Up … Up … and Leading the Way” 2015 Spotlight 
Teacher, Jeannine Adams.

—Michael Maness, principal

Kacie Brown creates a student-centered environment where all are 
encouraged to take risks while working through real world applications 
of learning the English language. The SEI classroom is the students’ work 
place and they use a variety of tools, including technology, to engage in 
concepts and make connections that relate to their work. Kacie seeks 
innovative techniques to help her students become problem solvers who 
give back to others through leadership opportunities. The students lead 
not only in their class, but also throughout our school. Tipps Elementary 
School is proud to name Kacie Brown as the 2014-2015 Spotlight Teacher.

—Kari Hough, principal
Kacie Brown

Spillane Middle School
Orchestra

Tipps Elementary School
SEI, Reading and Language Arts



Spotlight Honorees, Volume XXX

32

Angela LucasAmber Novotny

NNot all superheroes wear capes. This is true 
of Warner’s Spotlight Teacher, Angie Lucas. 
Angie’s superpowers include building strong 
relationships, accountability, determination, 
resourcefulness and knowledge. She is a 
mastermind at motivating students to be 
their best through a supportive, risk-taking 
environment while helping students develop 
their own superpowers. Angie partners with 
teachers and parents to dig deep and help 
all students at Warner find their superhero 
powers.

—Schonda Kidd, principal

A
Warner Elementary School
Reading Enrichment and Dyslexia

Truitt Middle School
Language Arts

Amber Novotny is a dedicated teacher that 
always keeps what is best for students as her 
focus. Her classroom is rich in curriculum and 
a safe, supportive environment where students 
take risks to enhance their learning. She builds 
positive relationships with her students in 
order to encourage them to strive to reach 
their full potential. She radiates a passion for 
reading which sparks interest for learning in 
her classroom. She is very giving of her time 
to promote student success by helping with 
afterschool tutorials, coaching girl’s soccer 
and attending extracurricular activities. Her 
commitment to the Truitt students and staff is 
clearly her top priority.

—Teresa Baranowski, principal
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Natalie Choate

Megan McLamore

Creator of Student-centered Environment
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Mrs. Choate is a dedicated teacher who sincerely cares for her students. 
Her positive attitude and understanding lead to strong relationships with 
students, staff and parents. She has built a student-centered environment 
through her ability to design respectful tasks for all her students through 
differentiated lessons and assessments. She is warm and nurturing with 
them, yet sets high expectations and provides the needed assistance so 
that her students achieve their goals. The smiles and hugs Mrs. Choate 
receives every day from her students are the clearest indicators she has 
created a true student-centered environment at Watkins.

—Dr. Jose Martinez, principal

For this school year, Megan McLamore chose one word to focus on for the 
entire year. Megan chose the word “nurture.” When you enter Megan’s 
classroom, you immediately feel that warm, nurturing student-centered 
environment. With Megan, kids always come first. She is a reflective 
educator who is always refining her craft. Megan has led her kindergarten 
team this year in implementing best practices based on the Model 
Classroom Project. Not only has she created her own student-centered 
environment, she has led her colleagues in creating their own. Megan 
truly deserves to be in the spotlight.

—Dr. Carrie Marz, principal

Watkins Middle School
Life Skills

Willbern Elementary School
Kindergarten
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Cindy Karson

Marcia McCaughey

CCindy Karson is young at heart because each day is an opportunity to 
see the world through the eyes of a child. Her classroom is a magical 
environment of warmth and compassion as everyone is celebrated for 
their unique gifts and talents. In the eyes of the children, she is their hero, 
providing belief for what they feel inside, hope for their future and wings 
for their dreams. Her quiet strength, creative ideas and servant leadership 
contribute to the overall positive environment across the campus.  
Therefore, Cindy Karson has been chosen as the Yeager Elementary 
Spotlight Teacher for 2014-2015.

—Susan Brenz, principal

Yeager Elementary School
Kindergarten

B
Windfern High School
English IV

Because of her diminutive stature, most students tower over and look 
DOWN at Marcia McCaughey when they speak to her, but rest assured, 
they all look UP to her with deep admiration, warmth and respect. This 
remarkable English IV teacher sets the standard for building relationships 
with students as she works to give each student a sense of belonging 
in her classroom.  Even the most reluctant learners find themselves 
responding to her fun-focused, student-centered approach to learning, 
her energetic delivery and even her goofy humor. Add an abundance of 
patience and gentle coercion to the formula and she can engage ANY 
student in ANY lesson. “Mrs. Mac” makes us Windfern Proud.

—Martha Strother, principal
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Rodney GarciaLeon Bey

MMr. Garcia is a principal’s dream employee. He works 
with students and teachers to create an environment 
that promotes respectful risk-taking. He assists 
teachers in establishing a healthy classroom 
environment as he advocates for students. Rodney 
helps students and staff members to problem 
solve through a variety of situations including 
curriculum, technology and classroom management. 
He co-founded the Bang Basketball League to 
encourage at-risk students to be successful. He 
organizes weekends at the Houston Museum for 
our school and is a leader for our multi-cultural 
event every year. I have overheard students saying 
“ask Mr. Garcia, he can help you.” We are honored 
to recognize Rodney Garcia as Bang Elementary’s 
Spotlight Teacher for 2014-2015.

—Erwann Wilson, principal    

L
Bang Elementary School
Behavior Intervention and Technology Coach

Alternative Learning Center-West
Teen Leadership and English IV

Leon Bey embodies all definitions of a 
positive role model for the students and 
staff at ALC-West. In the Teen Leadership 
classroom, Mr. Bey has the uncanny ability 
to “keep it real” with his students all while 
expecting and demonstrating to each what it 
means to live up to a standard of excellence. 
The premise of Mr. Bey’s teaching is this: 
“An entire sea of water cannot sink a ship 
unless it gets inside the ship. Similarly, the 
negativity of the world can’t put you down 
unless you allow it to get inside of you.” 
Thank you, Mr. Bey, for seeing students for 
who they can become.

—Stacie Wicke, principal

Positive Role Model
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Samantha Berry Zainab Qazi
Cypress Creek High School 
Journalism and Yearbook

IIn just two short years, Samantha has become one 
of the most influential, passionate members of the 
Cougar team. She is a role model for both students and 
staff in her commitment to improving and supporting 
the quality of excellence and rich tradition of Cypress 
Creek. Samantha has an overwhelming positive attitude 
and it is clear her students love being in her class. The 
focus of her pride is always on her students. Because 
of this, her students work harder, build confidence and 
achieve more in each project and product. Samantha 
is a reminder to us all why we entered this profession. 
She is constantly smiling and greets every person she 
sees with an enthusiasm that is contagious. She loves 
her job, she loves her students and she loves being 
part of Cypress Creek. She is the type of teacher that 
inspires future teachers, creates passionate future 
leaders and encourages her colleagues to be the best 
we can be.

—Sandy Trujillo, principal

I
Danish Elementary School
Language Arts

It is with great pleasure that I 
introduce Ms. Zainab Qazi as Danish 
Elementary’s Spotlight Teacher. Ms. 
Qazi’s classroom is a place where great 
mutual respect and high standards go 
hand in hand. She is able to encourage 
both gifted and struggling students 
with her warm demeanor and positive 
outlook. She sees potential in each 
student and inspires them to work 
to reach that potential. She also 
promotes a team atmosphere with her 
colleagues and encourages them along 
the way. She is the perfect example of a 
dedicated and gifted teacher. 

—Kelly Dalton, principal
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Rebecca Cofield

Shaneena Granderson

Positive Role Model
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Coach Cofield exemplifies being a positive role model. She is focused on 
improving the whole child by instilling the values of hard work, effort, 
respect, responsibility and ownership. Coach Cofield leads her students 
to value academics and represent Dean athletics as respectful scholars. 
She strives for excellence in her professional responsibilities and is 
always leading the way for our campus to be our best daily. She develops 
relationships with students, staff and parents and works hard to serve 
them to the best of her ability. Coach Cofield is a positive role model who 
makes a difference every day for our community.

—Christopher Hecker, principal

Ms. Granderson is an all-around positive role model for teachers and 
students at Frazier Elementary School. Her excitement and optimism 
about reaching students is contagious. Ms. Granderson believes in her 
students and this is evident in her day-to-day contributions to the school 
community. It is an honor to have this servant leader on our campus.

—Gloria Vasquez, principal

Dean Middle School
Physical Education and Athletics

Frazier Elementary School
Kindergarten SEI
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Merlette Williams

Elizabeth Treviño

MMrs. Williams is a consummate professional and serves as a positive 
role model for the entire Hemmenway learning community. In her 
daily actions, our students, staff and families are able to see the care 
and concern that she puts into ensuring that all students feel capable, 
connected and valued. Mrs. Williams is a deep thinker and reflective 
practitioner, who willingly shares her experience, new learning and 
resources. She is always working to perfect her craft and, thankfully, takes 
all of us on the journey with her. 

—Dr. Jae Simpson-Butler, principal

HHopper Middle School is honored to present Elizabeth Treviño as 
Spotlight Teacher of the Year. Ms. Treviño has been an integral part of 
Hopper since its inaugural year in 2007. She is currently one of Hopper’s 
finest eighth-grade science teachers. She is an educator of exceptional 
grace who advocates for all students. She is a model professional who goes 
above and beyond both in and outside the classroom. In the classroom, 
Ms. Treviño is a caring and compassionate teacher who holds the students 
to a high standard and supports them so that they can reach their highest 
potential.  Outside the classroom, she is a leader of teachers, a creator 
of resources and models on a daily basis what it takes to be a super star 

teacher. Elizabeth Treviño is a valued member of the Hopper 
TEAM, and we are honored to showcase her in CFISD.

—Wendi Witthaus, principalHopper Middle School
Science

Hemmenway Elementary School
Self-contained
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Laura Gillespie

Positive Role Model

L“Live, laugh, love” must be at the top of Ms. 
Laura Gillespie’s daily to-do list, and she 
does a fabulous job getting them checked 
off throughout her day. Those around her 
are encouraged by her genuine kindness, 
uplifted by her positive nature, enlightened 
by her words of support and have laughed 
often from her humorous antics. We admire 
how Ms. Gillespie appreciates her students 
as individual personalities and teaches 
each child in her first-grade class how to be 
an even better version of their unique self 
through modeling and patience. “May the 
force be with you, Ms. Gillespie.”

—Cheryl Fisher, principal

T
Teresa Howard

Keith Elementary School
Self-contained

Jowell Elementary School
Reading Enrichment

Teresa Howard has certainly been a positive 
role model for the students, the staff and the 
community of Jowell Elementary School.  As a 
reading support teacher, Teresa gives her all 
to help the students become good readers and 
achieve success. She helps out in any way she 
can, in the classroom with the students and 
outside the classroom with staff, to find a way 
to make a difference in the lives of others. Her 
peers describe her as a positive role model 
and team player who is very flexible and does 
much for our school. Jowell Elementary School 
is proud to have Teresa Howard as our 2015 
Spotlight Teacher.

—Dr. Julie Manuel, principal
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Kara Leal

Laurie Harris

KKara Leal is a positive role model in every sense of the word to both her 
students and her colleagues. Kara sees the potential in every child and 
empowers them to believe in themselves and discover their own unique 
qualities and characteristics. She views challenges as opportunities to 
learn and grow from and is upbeat and always smiling. Kara is a valued 
staff member who serves as an instructional mentor to many and is a 
trusted friend. We are blessed to have Kara Leal as part of our family and 
are so proud to have her represent Lamkin Elementary School.

—Gale Parker, principal

LLaurie is a quiet, natural leader that exemplifies what it means to be a 
Positive Role Model to both staff and students. She focuses on student 
success and becomes her students’ personal cheerleader. She sets high 
expectations for her students and provides them with the support they 
need to reach those expectations. Laurie is a team player who mentors 
other teachers year after year. She is an integral part of both her students 
and our campus success. 

—Cathryn Jacobs, principal

Matzke Elementary School
Reading and Language Arts

Lamkin Elementary School
Reading and Language Arts
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Otis Victor

KKaren Rhymes is the epitome of a positive 
role model. She is an outstanding educator 
who is dedicated to enriching the lives of 
all students and teachers. Karen is always 
willing to do whatever it takes to serve the 
campus and support efforts to increase 
student involvement and self-confidence. 
When you walk into her second-grade 
classroom you know immediately that 
she is making a difference. She is devoted 
to her students and forms a connection 
with each child, which helps them to 
form connections with learning. Moore 
Elementary School is blessed to have Mrs. 
Rhymes represent our school as the 2014-
2015 Spotlight Teacher.

—Jana Needham, principal 

Karen Rhymes 
Moore Elementary School
Language Arts

Positive Role Model

O
Metcalf Elementary School
Math and Science

Otis Victor brings a “ball of experiences ranging from 
coaching, coordination mentor programs and teen 
parenting education” to his fifth-grade students and 
classrooms. The catalyst that propelled Victor to a 
full-time commitment to education was his concern 
for the negative reports regarding behavior and 
academic achievement of students of color in his 
local community. Making meaningful connections 
and building relationships have been the cornerstone 
of his success. His approach continues to be well 
received by all students, parents and the community. 
His 11th-grade teacher helped him to understand that 
making a passing grade was not enough. He teaches 
every child based on the analogy that a “sea shell” is 
not perfect, and in his class, students are part of his 
“polishing” process on the road to great academic 
success.

—John Steward, principal
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Amy Truan

Zakia Rahman 

AAmy Truan has been both a special education and general education 
teacher on our campus. In previous years, Ms. Truan worked with PPCD 
students helping them to build language, social, behavioral, fine and gross 
motor skills. She is always positive and encouraging as she interacts with 
students. Her smile and patience lets her students know how much she 
cares about them and conveys a willingness to meet them where they 
are working. Currently, this educator teaches second-grade Reading/LA/
SS. She has had an amazing impact on team planning and implementing 
balanced literacy instruction in her classroom. Ms. Truan worked with 
colleagues and parent volunteers to initiate an afterschool Kid’s for 
Saving Earth club at Postma. The mission of the club is to educate, inspire 
and empower children to protect the Earth’s environment. Ms. Truan 
has impacted children and families throughout the school with this 
extracurricular activity. She means the world to us and to her students. 

—Kathy Freed, principal

ZZakia does not see the limitations of a child, she sees their potential. Her 
students are engaged and excited about what they are learning. They 
exhibit a pride in themselves for what they are able to accomplish and a 
love for their teacher who believes in them. Moreover, Zakia has become an 
important resource throughout our school. Her understanding of the needs 
of students with disabilities has been a help to other teachers working with 
students that have needs they are not as familiar with. Zakia is the first to 
arrive and the last to leave in the evening. She is always prepared for class, 
parent meetings and whatever else the day may bring. Her dedication and 

humble nature have made her a strong leader that is dearly loved by 
everyone. We are exceedingly proud to have Zakia Rahman 
represent Rennell as our Spotlight Teacher.

—Leslie Thomas, principal
Rennell Elementary School
Life Skills

Postma Elementary School
Language Arts
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Julie PetersonJulie Kastor

Positive Role Model

MMotivating, inspiring, humble and dedicated 
are all words to describe Julie Peterson. Julie 
motivates and challenges her students to 
produce stunning art projects. She celebrates 
each student’s unique gift with love and 
compassion and works diligently to ensure 
that they reach their maximum potential. 
Julie is always willing to offer her services 
wherever needed on campus. She is truly 
here to impact the lives of children by being 
a positive role model to them. Salyards is 
blessed to have her leading the way for our 
students and staff. We are proud to honor 
Julie Peterson as our Spotlight Teacher. 

—Elizabeth Wood, principal

W
Salyards Middle School
Art and Advanced Art

A. Robison Elementary School
Kindergarten

When you enter Julie Kastor’s classroom, it 
is full of positive energy. The classroom is 
full of happy students that love their teacher. 
Julie is the kind of teacher that recognizes 
the potential in each student and strives to 
help each student become successful in the 
positive learning environment that she has 
created. Julie’s authentic enthusiasm about 
her profession and her desire to consistently 
grow as a teacher make her a positive role 
model for all educators. We are so proud to 
recognize Julie Kastor as Robison’s spotlight 
teacher.

—Kelly Gerletti, principal
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Rochelle Jones

Yulanda Brazelton

RRochelle Jones is a ray of sunshine and a truly giving soul. She is a positive 
role model for students and staff alike. Determined to make a difference in 
the lives of every person she encounters, Rochelle lives Thornton’s vision 
of Patriots: Lead, Contribute and Excel. In addition to creating a positive, 
inviting classroom environment, Rochelle serves on committees, sponsors 
clubs, presents professional development and mentors at-risk students. 
She lifts others’ spirits with her positive attitude, encouraging words and 
offers of support. Thornton is blessed to have Rochelle as a member of our 
family and shining so brightly in the spotlight.

—Laura Perry, principal

YYulanda Brazelton sees each day as an amazing opportunity to work and 
learn with her students and her team. With a combination of expertise and 
creativity, supplemented by hours of preparation, Ms. Brazelton tailors 
an individual plan for each student. She shares their joy as they succeed 
and she helps them work through difficult challenges with patience and 
love. She leads her dedicated team so they are always ready to help their 
students make the most of every day. Ms. Brazelton’s passion and devotion 
is an inspiration to all of us at Wilson Elementary School.

—Pamela Link, principal

Wilson Elementary School
Life Skills

Thornton Middle School
ELAR
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Learning
Christine Monk

Lifelong Learner

W
Smith Middle School
U.S. History

When thinking of Christine Monk, a popular 
quote comes to mind, “Excellence is the gradual 
result of always wanting to do better.” Christine 
not only strives for excellence within herself, she 
has a contagious way of motivating others. She is 
constantly searching for new concepts and tools 
to help foster success. Christine is extremely 
self-reflective and is eager for constructive 
feedback in order to improve upon her craft. 
She purposely stretches herself outside of her 
comfort zone by offering to present campuswide 
staff development activities. We are proud to have 
Christine Monk as our Spotlight Teacher of the 
Year.

—Susan Higgins, principal

Learning 
is not a 

product of schooling
but the 

lifelong attempt 
to acquire it.

-Albert Einstein
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FFanny Nygard is an extraordinary teacher 
whose in-depth knowledge of child 
development enhances her understanding 
of the kindergarten curriculum. Fanny 
uses every minute of class time to engage 
her students, making sure they actively 
participate in their learning. She is a mentor 
and positive role model for our staff, and 
makes personal connections with her 
students and parents. Fanny is organized, 
prepared and willing to share her expertise 
through collaborative planning. She serves as 
a new teacher mentor and assists whenever 
needed. Fanny is an asset to our Lieder 
family and we are so proud of the wealth of 
knowledge she brings to our school.

—Dr. Karen Stockton, principal

C
Fanny NygardKatina Wallace

Team Player

Cypress Lakes’ Spotlight Teacher is the ultimate 
team player. Originally a business teacher, Katina 
now teaches our digital credit recovery classes, 
working with students who are at risk of not 
graduating. Her nurturing spirit and relentless 
“can do” attitude insure that students recognize 
their abilities and are able to successfully 
finish school. Her belief that school should be 
a place where everyone feels successful led 
her to establishing the Red Storm Girls Step 
Team and the Red Poet’s Society, a group of 
original poets. Katina also successfully led our 
Block Out Violence movement and continues to 
work with our No Place for Hate campaign. Our 
campus benefits from Katina’s ceaseless efforts 
to provide a safe, productive environment that 
honors all students.

—Sarah Harty, principal

Lieder Elementary School
Kindergarten

Cypress Lakes High School
Digital Credit Recovery
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Alone
together

Team Player

Teresa Goins

T
Walker Elementary School
PPCD

Teresa Goins’ leadership and problem solving qualities are seen beyond 
the walls of her PPCD classroom. She goes above and beyond to be a 
coach and a mentor to many teachers and paraprofessionals. She is a 
go-to person that willingly takes time to share strategies and provide 
materials without hesitation. One could often hear Teresa saying, 
“That’s not a problem. I’ve got this. It’s okay, we’ll make it work.” Teresa 
knows the strengths and needs of all of her students within the PPCD 
classroom and genuinely enjoys every single one of them celebrating 
each success. She represents Walker as someone whose students grow 
beyond parents’ expectations and colleagues see her as a wonderful 
resource.

—Kimberly Dameron, principal

 Alone 
    we can do so little;

   together
     we can do so much.

-Helen Keller
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