Aug. 31, 2017
Dear CFISD community,
Our wonderful facilities, maintenance and operations teams worked hard last week to
help prepare our campuses for the arrival of Hurricane Harvey. This week, those same
dedicated employees are busy assessing the damage caused by the heavy rain and
flood water we received.
Due to their forethought and ongoing assessment, we are confident that very few of our
facilities sustained major damage and will be able to be fully restored by the time that
schools reopen.
One of our campuses, Moore Elementary School, was not so fortunate. Our team
assessed the campus and determined that it will require a significant renovation project
this fall. After meeting with my leadership team, I made the decision to relocate Moore
to the old Matzke Elementary School building (13102 Jones Road) for at least the fall
semester until renovations are complete. Although it is never easy to leave your home
campus, we feel like this is the most viable option for the Moore community given these
difficult circumstances. More information will be made available to Moore families and
staff members in the coming days.
Now for the big question: when will school start? We are giving our crews another day
to completely assess the damage and form repair timelines. I will meet with my
leadership team again tomorrow, and plan to announce a decision about the first day of
school by tomorrow, Sept. 1, at 3 p.m.
I continue to keep all of you who were affected by the floods in my thoughts and
prayers, and want you to know we are here to provide support and assistance. Many of
you have inquired about how to help, and here are a few ideas to get started:
•
•

Donate supplies. We are accepting donations today through Sunday between 9
a.m. and 3 p.m. at the Berry Center (8877 Barker Cypress Road). See
http://www.cfisd.net/cfisdhelps for more information.
Donate financially. We have set up a link to accept credit card donations. All
money received is tax-deductible and will be applied directly to the relief efforts
for our students and staff that have been affected. See
http://www.berrycenter.net/ce.

•

Volunteer. There are many community groups needing help with the cleanup of
houses. See http://www.cfisd.net/relief for a list of those who have notified us of
where help is needed. This is a great activity for student groups to assist with as
well.

Thank you to everyone for pulling together during this difficult time!
Sincerely,
Mark Henry, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

