March 3, 2014
Dear CFISD community,
Our Board of Trustees unanimously voted to call a May 10 bond election during a
special-called meeting on Thursday evening, and I wanted to briefly summarize for you
some of the highlights and tax implications of the referendum.
The $1,209,280,000 bond package was recommended by a community long-range
planning committee to address the following district needs through the year 2020:





security and safety;
student growth (support facilities, school sites and buses);
technology; and
instructional/support facilities renovations.

A detailed breakdown of the committee’s recommendation is available on the CFISD
website by accessing the “Vision 2020 – Bond 2014” logo.
Once phased in, the bond would affect the Interest & Sinking (I&S), or debt service tax
rate by a maximum of 4.5 cents per $100 of property valuation by 2019. Based on a
conservative estimate, this would amount to an annual change of about $62.25 for a
Cypress-Fairbanks home valued at $200,000.
Over the next 8 to 10 weeks, CFISD staff members will be providing educational
presentations throughout the district, where materials about the proposed bond
referendum will be available. I encourage you to stay tuned for updates on the district
website to stay informed as we approach the May 10 bond election.
Sincerely,
Mark Henry, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

April 14, 2014
Dear CFISD Community,
Our Board of Trustees approved a pivotal agenda item during the April 14 regular
meeting that will revert the last day of school back to Thursday, June 5.
On Jan. 31, following two inclement weather days that closed schools, I wrote to you
with our intention to designate one of the make-up days for Friday, June 6. This
decision was made in order to comply with the Texas Education Agency’s required
number of instructional days.
We recently learned, however, of CFISD’s eligibility to request an expedited waiver from
the TEA allowing the district to conduct additional staff training in lieu of one day of
student instruction.
Last night the Board unanimously approved this waiver as requested by the
administration, thus designating Friday, June 6 as a student holiday and staff
development day for all campus personnel.
Thank you for your patience as we work to align district policies with state law for the
benefit of our students, staff and community.
Sincerely,
Mark Henry, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

“Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the
dictates of our passion, they cannot alter the state of facts and evidence.”
— John Adams
May 1, 2014
Dear CFISD Community,
Just as I feel that our stakeholders have a responsibility to cast a vote in the CFISD
bond election, I feel that we have a responsibility to present you with clear facts about
the bond.
Those of you with access to social media, the internet, a television, radio or newspaper
have by now likely seen or heard various viewpoints on the bond. While I welcome
differing thoughts and opinions (part of what makes this country great), I take exception
to the misleading half-truths and outright falsehoods that have been circulating in recent
weeks.
To keep our community members informed of the facts, a “Bond 2014 Questions and
Answers” document is accessible on our CFISD website, or by clicking this image:

Some of the facts covered in the document include:
 Homeowners would not face a 42-percent paid tax increase on a $200,000
home as a result of the bond’s passage—this is a 31-percent miscalculation;
 CFISD does not have the highest debt load of any Texas school district—it has
the 15th-lowest among districts with outstanding debt greater than $200 million;
 A new phone system will not cost the district $20 million—the $7,469,294
system is the smallest component of a $20 million technology line-item;
 The bond package does not devote a small percentage to address student
growth—all components of the bond (construction, renovations, safety/security,
transportation and technology) are a result of rapid growth, and asset protection
is essential in guaranteeing equal access to quality facilities for all students; and



The district is not holding a May election to promote low voter turnout—the May
election will address immediate needs while saving the district $60,000.

I encourage you to read the Q&A over more closely and share with those who have
questions about the bond.
Also, I have included an image embedded below that shows the remaining early voting
dates, times and locations through May 6, as well as precinct details for election day on
May 10. As you can see, you have several opportunities remaining to exercise your
right to vote.
Thank you for staying informed throughout this election process and for going to the
polls with a decision based on facts.
Sincerely,
Mark Henry, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

May 8, 2014
Dear CFISD Community,
With two days remaining until election day for the Cypress-Fairbanks ISD 2014 bond
referendum, I wanted to send out a final reminder to cast a vote on Saturday, May 10.
Many of you have already participated in early voting, and I thank you for taking the time
to express this important constitutional right. Between April 28-May 6, a total of 7,309
community members cast ballots in the bond election.
The 2014 bond will include:
 safety and security enhancements at all campuses;
 transportation including additional buses to accommodate student growth and
elimination of the 2-mile radius;
 new facilities to accommodate student growth;
 technology upgrades to district infrastructure and classroom technology; and
 renovations to protect the district’s instructional and support facilities.
There is no tax increase for residents over 65 years of age. The potential tax impact
of the bond is $0.045, but with the growth of property values in the district, it could be
much less.
A summary and other details about the bond are available on our CFISD website.
Precincts and locations for election day are available below this message. You can look
up your Harris County precinct number by entering your name and address on the
Harris County Clerk’s website.
Thank you for being a part of our great community, and for participating in this great
democratic process.
Sincerely,
Mark Henry, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

May 10, 2014
Dear CFISD staff and community,
I am humbled and pleased to report that the CFISD 2014 bond referendum passed
tonight with an unofficial count of 9,039 votes “FOR” the bond and 4,116 votes
“AGAINST,” for a 68.71% approval rating.
The bond will provide solutions to our growth, safety and security, transportation,
technology and renovation needs. We pledge to be fiscally responsible with the money
you have entrusted us with to meet these needs.
Thank you for your continued support of the students and staff in Cypress-Fairbanks
ISD.

Sincerely,
Mark Henry, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

