March 5, 2020
Dear CFISD community,
With the recent news of a “presumptive positive” case for coronavirus disease 2019 or COVID-19 in Fort
Bend County and two confirmed cases in Northwest Harris County, I want to reassure you that we are
continuing to work closely with local and federal health authorities to monitor the developing situation
in order to maintain a safe and healthy environment for the students and staff in CFISD. Local health
officials have shared with us that these are both travel-related cases, and there are no confirmed
community-spread cases in our area.
The steps we are taking in CFISD to prevent the spread of ALL communicable diseases include continuing
our daily routine of disinfecting campuses and buses with hospital-grade products, encouraging proper
handwashing, and when soap and water are not available, using hand sanitizer. All CFISD campuses have
wall-mounted soap dispensers in restrooms and free-standing hand sanitizer dispensers at the building
and cafeteria entrances. In addition, we are in the process of installing wall-mounted hand sanitizer
dispensers in every classroom in the district.
State medical experts indicate that the best ways to prevent the spread of COVID-19 are the same
recommendations for preventing the spread of the flu, such as avoiding close contact with those who
are sick, proper handwashing, covering your cough or sneeze with a tissue and staying home when sick.
We do not want students or staff to come to school sick. As a precautionary measure, we are making the
following changes to perfect attendance calculations and Spring 2020 semester exam exemptions.
•
•

CFISD will suspend perfect attendance rules for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year.
Instead, perfect attendance recognition will be for August 26, 2019 – March 5, 2020.
CFISD will suspend exam exemption criteria related to attendance for Spring 2020 exams. All
other district criteria for exam exemptions still apply.

As we head into Spring Break, some of you may have questions about travel. While there are travel
restrictions in place for several countries identified by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), as of today,
there are no travel restrictions or advisories pertaining to COVID-19 within the United States. Please
refer to the CDC’s webpage for more information regarding travel.
I will keep you informed as we receive additional information. It takes all of us working together to
ensure healthy learning environments. I hope everyone has a restful and safe Spring Break.
Sincerely,
Mark Henry, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

